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SQUEEZED
FUN
#PSI LoveYouVA

www.potomacshores.com

Homes from the $300s to $800s
VISIT THE WELCOME CENTER
1801 Potomac Shores Parkway, Suite 100
Potomac Shores, VA 22026

There’s plenty to love at Potomac
Shores. Like award-winning homes. A
new elementary school. Sports fields, parks
and trails. And a close-knit community of
residents enjoying events and experiences
that make it feel like you belong to one
great, big happy family.
Share the love on Facebook or Twitter
#PSILoveYouVA

FUTURE ON-SITE VRE STATION
FEATURES AND PRODUCTS VARY BY COMMUNITY. PRICE, OFFERS,
FINANCING AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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STANDING MEANS
DETRAINING
The Standing Means Detraining policy is
still in effect, and always will be. If seats
are available, please do not stand until
the train has left the stop prior to your
destination.
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COMMUNICATION WITH
PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

C

ommunication is comparable to an
intricate machine. Various pieces of a
DOUG ALLEN
machine must all work together, or there
Chief Executive Officer
will be a break. With proper attention
however, a well-oiled machine avoids the
consequences of foreseeable friction and instead allows its operators to focus
on end results.

Much like we service our trains, we must also ensure our communication
processes with our partner organizations also remain in excellent working
order. Our staff strives to uphold the well-proven practices with our partners,
as well as identify and strengthen the lines of communication that need to be
further developed.
What does this all mean to you, the rider? It means – We speak with our host
railroads about long-term service goals, as well as service in the short-term.
We communicate organizational activities to our Operations Board (which
consists of elected officials from our service area), and the Operations Board
in turn provides guidance on how to move forward in the best interest of their
constituents, communities, and our system as a whole. Plus, we participate
in conversations with Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA) and Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC) about regional
goals, and share information that may better inform their upcoming projects.
An essential part in our communication machine is our Operations Board
meetings, which is open to the public. The meetings are typically held at the
Potomac and Rappahannock Transportation Commission (PRTC) building
in Woodbridge on the third Friday of each month. I invite you to find the full
schedule on vre.org and join us at an upcoming meeting.
Sincerely,

DOUG ALLEN
Chief Executive Officer
Virginia Railway Express

ADVERTISING REVENUE COVERS
PRODUCTION AND PRINTING COSTS.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
Editor in Chief: Cindy King
Copyright © 2018 by Virginia Railway Express. All rights reserved. RIDE
Magazine is a publication of the Virginia Railway Express, 1500 King Street,
Suite 202, Alexandria, VA 22314. It has a distribution of approximately
11,700 copies monthly. Advertising in RIDE supports the production and
printing cost. For comments, stories, suggestions, questions or advertising,
please contact cking@vre.org.

Access RIDE online at
VRE.org/RIDE

AREA TRANSIT UPDATE

King Street-Old Town Metro Access Improvement Project
Later this summer, the City of Alexandria in partnership with Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) will begin
construction on the King Street-Old Town Metro Access Improvement project. The purpose of this project is to make the area surrounding
the Metrorail station safer and more aesthetically pleasing for station users. The new design will also accommodate future needs, including bus
service expansion making transit a more convenient and attractive travel mode. The project completion timeline is split into two phases. The
first phase begins the summer of 2018, and the final phase is expected to be completed in 2020.

Vision Zero
The King Street-Old Town Metro Access Improvement project is a long-standing project to improve access and safety at the station which
aligns with the City's Vision Zero initiative. The City of Alexandria adopted the Vision Zero Action Plan on December of 2017 to help
achieve its goal of eliminating all traffic deaths and serious injuries by 2028.

How this Project May Impact You
Here are a few items station users should expect during the year-long first phase:
•

Bus bays will be temporarily relocated to Diagonal Road, Daingerfield Road, Cameron Street and King Street. After completion of the
first phase, buses will move back to the station.

•

There will be no Kiss & Ride area during construction. Customers who use these areas should use either Eisenhower Avenue or
Braddock Road Metrorail stations.

•

There will be no shuttle area within the station, and all local shuttle service must use either Eisenhower Avenue or Braddock Road
Metrorail stations.

•

The existing parking lot and bus loading area will be under construction, except for pedestrian paths to the bus bays.

•

Expect increased traffic congestion along Diagonal Road, especially during peak travel times.

•

Those using the bus facilities and VRE riders should add extra travel time to the station.

•

The King Street-Old Town Metrorail Station will remain open with no impact to train service.

Learn more about the project schedule in future issues of RIDE, or visit alexandria.gov for more information. Please note the King StreetOld Town Metro Access Improvement project is separate from the WMATA project to rehabilitate their station platforms beginning the
summer of 2019.
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VRE UPDATE

Alexandria & Franconia-Springfield: No Longer "L" Stations
What are "L" Stations?

Why are Alexandria &
Franconia-Springfield
no longer "L" Stations?

Our on-time performance is based on the
entire run on the line - from Broad Run
to Union Station or from Spotsylvania to
Union Station. While we might arrive two
minutes behind schedule at a station, we
often can make up time in route and arrive
on schedule at the following stops.

We've experienced an increase in passengers
boarding northbound trains at the Alexandria
and Franconia-Springfield stations. We want
to provide a high level of service to these
passengers, and therefore cannot leave early
from their station.

Our "L" schedule stations are another way
to allow for "catch up time." As noted on
our schedule, trains will depart L stations
when station work is complete. Conversely
when trains are running on schedule, this
may mean an early departure from L
schedule stations.

So, if we arrive early in Franconia-Springfield
or Alexandria, we will leave at the scheduled
departure time.

Use Metrobus to Catch VRE from Franconia-Springfield
COST
For riders who are currently driving to
the Franconia-Springfield station to
catch the VRE – there may be a better
way.
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority (WMATA)'s Metrobus picks
up at conveniently located stops around
the area, and drops off at the FranconiaSpringfield station.
Best of all, many VRE riders can use
the Metrobus service for free. Present
your monthly or TLC ticket to the bus
operator when boarding and enjoy a free
ride to the station.
To learn more about Metrobus, visit
WMATA's website: wmata.com or call
202-637-7000 (TTY 202-962-2033)

Holders of Transit Link Cards (TLC) or
monthly VRE ticket ride free on regular
Metrobus routes and pay a discounted fare
of $2.25 on Metrobus express routes.
Not a TLC or monthly VRE ticket holder but
interested in taking the Metrobus?

Metrobus Rider Tips
•

Bus operators do not carry money.
Please have your pass or exact fare
ready when you board.

•

If standing, please stay behind the
yellow line and hold a handrail
securely.

•

To alert the bus operator that you
want to get off at the next stop, pull
the cord that runs along the top of
the windows or press the button on
the handrail leading out the back
door.

•

Onboard, it is unlawful to:

Regular Metrobus Fares
$2.00 using a SmarTrip® card or cash
$1.00 using Senior SmarTrip® card or
cash (with proper ID) for seniors and
people with disabilities
Express Bus Fares
$4.25 using a SmarTrip® card or cash

•

Eat or drink

•

Smoke

$2.10 using a SmarTrip® card or cash for
seniors and people with disabilities

•

Spit or litter

•

Money-saving weekly passes are available
for unlimited travel on Metrobus.

Play audio or video equipment
without earphones

•

Bring animals (except service
animals)
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AREA TRANSIT UPDATE

Photo dated as 1908. From a set of public domain images collected by Rob Ketcherside.

RAILROAD HISTORY:
WASHINGTON, D.C. UNION STATION

The Early Years
Union Station in Washington, D.C. opened on October 27, 1907. At the time it was built, the Station covered more ground than any other
building in the United States and was the largest train station in the world. The total area occupied by the Station and the terminal zone was
originally about 200 acres and included 75 miles of tracks. In fact, if put on its side, the Washington Monument could lay within the confines
of the Station's concourse.
Union Station brought to the nation's capital a new grandeur that echoed the Chicago World's Fair and began Washington's monumental
transformation. Seventy pounds of 22-karat gold leaf adorned the 96-foot barrel vaulted, coffered ceilings. The white granite and classic lines
of Union Station set the stage for the next 40 years of Washington's classic architecture – reflected in the construction of the Lincoln and
Jefferson Memorials and the Supreme Court building. The cost was monumental as well – $125 million for the station and its approaches.
In many ways, Union Station was a city within a city. At various times it employed a staff of over 5,000 people and provided such amenities as
a bowling alley, mortuary, baker, butcher, YMCA, hotel, ice house, liquor store, Turkish baths, first-class restaurant, nursery, police station, and
a silver-monogramming shop.
Presidential Accomodations
As train travel was the mode of transportation for even U.S. Presidents in the early 1900s, a Presidential Suite was added to Union Station
(now B. Smith's Restaurant). In 1909, President Taft was the first President to use the room and over the years many dignitaries were officially
welcomed here, including King George VI and Queen Elizabeth II of Great Britain. The last President to use the Presidential Suite was
President Eisenhower, although, President George Bush did use it during an Inaugural Ball in 1989.
On April 14, 1945, a funeral train crossed the Potomac and backed into Union Station carrying the casket of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.
Disrepair and Rennovation
The advent of air travel led to a decline in railroad passengers, and Union Station began to fall into disuse. In 1968, in anticipation of the
Bicentennial, the decision was made to transform the Station into the "National Visitor Center." The ill-fated project opened on July 4, 1976
but failed to draw sufficient crowds to sustain its operation, and was closed in 1978. While Congress debated the fate of Union Station, rain
damage caused parts of the roof to cave in and toadstools began to grow inside. The entire building was finally sealed in 1981. Congress had
to decide whether to save the building or bulldoze it. That year, Congress enacted the Union Station Redevelopment Act of 1981, which
called on Transportation Secretary Elizabeth Dole to develop an ambitious plan for the commercial development of the station with the goal
of making it financially self-sufficient. A unique public/private partnership was formed to faithfully restore the building to its original state
and create a viable mixed-use transportation center.
Following three years of renovation at a cost of $160 million, Union Station reopened on September 29, 1988 – restored to its former glory.
This living and working museum was redeveloped as a bustling retail center and intermodal transportation facility with over 130 unique shops
and restaurants. Today, Union Station continues to make history as the most visited destination in the nation's Capitol with over 32 million
visitors a year.
Visit vre.org/blog for more station history.
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COMMUNITY UPDATE
TAKE OUT TUESDAY CONCERTS
Harris Pavilion
9201 Center St, Manassas
Jul 24 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm (Recurring Event)
Enjoy a laid back and relaxing concert. Chairs are limited; please
bring your own if you are able.
NORTHERN VIRGINIA CARVERS
COLVIN RUN MILL LOCATION
10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls
Aug 5 from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm (Recurring Event)
First and third Sundays in August. 12 years and older. Wood
carvers lend their tools and expertise to help you uncover your
hidden artistic talent. Lessons are free. There is a nominal charge
for wood blanks. Contact: Colvin Run Mill, 703-759-2771
SONGFEST SUNDAYS CONCERT SERIES
John Lee Pratt Memorial Park
120 River Road, Fredericksburg
Aug 19 at 5:00 pm (Recurring Event)
Concerts will be free for 2018. Concerts are held the third
Sunday of the month on Celebration Stage in John Lee Pratt

Memorial Park. Concerts will be
held rain or shine.
BASEBALL BOAT TO
NATIONALS PARK
Alexandria Marina, 1 Cameron
Street, Alexandria, VA
Through Oct 1; Times vary upon
Nationals schedule
Skip the traffic and ride the
Potomac Riverboat Company’s
Baseball Boat to a game at
the Washington Nationals Stadium, located in Southeast
Washington, D.C. No worries if the game goes into extra
innings, they'll stay until twenty minutes after the last pitch no
matter how late. The Baseball Boat operates for 80% of Nationals
games. Check baseballboat.com for specific available dates.

Wonder Woman 1984 to Film in Northern Virginia
The follow-up to Warner Bros. Pictures and DC’s hugely
successful Wonder Woman, titled Wonder Woman 1984,
will film for several weeks in the Alexandria area this
summer.
“We are delighted to welcome the Wonder Woman team
to Virginia,” said Governor Ralph Northam. “We are
confident that this trailblazing project will find a perfect
home in Alexandria, and look forward to the super impact
it will have on our economy and the continued growth of
Virginia’s lucrative production industry.”
“We are pleased to host the production of Wonder Woman
1984 and are enthusiastic about what a film of this size will
contribute to state and local economies," said Secretary of
Commerce and Trade Brian Ball. "The Commonwealth’s
film production industry is a fast-growing sector of the
Virginia economy, with a total annual economic impact
of nearly $697 million. Additionally, the film industry
supported nearly 4,300 full-time jobs and provided more
than $27 million in state and local taxes in 2016. We are
confident this project will help pave the way for tremendous
future growth.”
The movie is scheduled for release November 1, 2019.
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VRE POLICY

SUMMONS POLICY

DON'T FORGET YOUR VALIDATED TICKET
It is the rider's responsibility to have a validated ticket prior to boarding the train, and by boarding our trains the rider has consented to our
policies. We understand there may be reasons why someone may not have a validated ticket, but the summons issuing process is not the time
to state your case. In the conductor's eyes, you either have a valid ticket or you don't. Per the Code of the Commonwealth of Virginia Â§18.2160, if you board the train without a validated ticket, you will receive a citation for fare evasion even if you are a longtime, monthly rider.

Why must the conductor issue a summons?

First, it's a law. Secondly, our goal is to keep our fares as low as possible while continuing to maintain our current level of service. Passenger
fares cover half our operating costs. If riders do not validate their tickets or don't have a ticket, then VRE's revenue goes down. Keep in mind
that your fare pays for more than just your trip. We use those funds to pay for parking lot leases, station cleaning, the ticketing system, and
many other items that go along with providing train service. Unfortunately, the best way to ensure that everyone takes this seriously is to
enforce the policy. And we enforce the policy by writing summonses.

What is the conductor's responsibility?

If a conductor checks a ticket and finds that it has not been validated, or you are found to be riding outside of your zones, the conductor is
required by the state to issue a summons.

6 RIDE Magazine | JULY/AUGUST 2018

AREA TRANSIT UPDATE

FRED ADDS SERVICE TO SPOTSYLVANIA VRE STATION

Wish you could cut down on your drive time to the station? Starting this month, FRED Transit will begin offering transit service to the
Spotsylvania VRE station, meeting two trains each morning and each evening.
Spotsylvania not your station? FRED transit is also working with Stafford County to add service to the Quantico VRE stations later this year.
295
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GLOBAL TRANSIT UPDATE

NEW "KAWAII" BULLET TRAIN
Japan's "culture of cuteness" – known as kawaii – has become a
prominent aspect of the country's modern culture. Hello Kitty is
considered a staple of kawaii, and the character now finds herself
the subject of a bullet train with the goal of revitalizing regional
communities in western Japan. In a collaboration between West
Japan Railway and Sanrio, the Hello Kitty Shinkansen began
operation on June 30.

The Hello Kitty Shinkansen

The train's exterior features a ribbon design (with Hello Kitty
bows) intended to represent the wish to ‘link’ and ‘connect’ regional
areas. Stepping inside the train, riders are met with an original
melody composed exclusively for the Hello Kitty Shinkansen.
The themed train cars present information on the regions of
western Japan, include a shop to purchase limited-edition
goods and regional specialty products, feature a spot for taking
commemorative photographs with a Hello Kitty travel guide, and
more. The train also boasts a hidden Hello Kitty in car two, and
invites riders to come on board and look for her.

Car 1: HELLO! PLAZA

Onboard regional campaigns and activities are scheduled this year
to provide riders with recommended destinations and events in
specific prefectures (districts) of Japan. These campaigns will feature
original Hello Kitty designs celebrating their prefectures.
Car 2: KAWAII! ROOM

Get Noticed With VRE Advertising
Reach our passengers with
advertising opportunities on our
platforms, in our trains and through
our award-winning RIDE Magazine.
70 percent of passengers have an
annual household income of more
than $100,000.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

For more information, visit:
vre.org/advertising
Contact:
advertising@vre.org
(703) 838-5417

RIDE Survey URL: Ideas, Likes, Critiques? RIDE Magazine Online Survey: vre.org/ridesurvey
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RAIL TIME PUZZLES

SUDOKU
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CONNECT WITH
US ON SOCIAL
@RIDEVRE
@VARAILXPRESS
@VIRGINIARAILWAYEXPRESS

PLUS –
SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR CHANNEL

FIND US ON
FLICKR

RATE US ON

