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Homes from the $300s to $800s
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ADVERTISING

ike last year, our Projects Team will be
available for questions at the 2018 Meet
the Management events. Also like last year,
the team will display presentation boards
with planned development information relevant
to the station.

With several large-scale projects intended to
improve overall system capacity and operations,
our planners and engineers are equipped to DOUG ALLEN
discuss phases and estimated timelines for Chief Executive Officer
projects like the Alexandria tunnel, the Crystal
City station relocation, Long Bridge, the Broad Run expansion, and systemwide third tracking.
A key component of the Meet the Management event series is the opportunity
for our team to hear directly from our riders. Rider input is highly valued and
an important part of the system design process. We want to hear from you as
well as to inform you of the capital projects to further improve your commute.
With this said, please do not only stop to chat with the Projects Team during
this year's Meet the Management series – I would also appreciate time to speak
with you personally. Hope to see you soon.
Sincerely,

DOUG ALLEN
Chief Executive Officer
Virginia Railway Express

Access RIDE online at
VRE.org/RIDE

Plan time to meet with VRE Management & Staff before you catch your train home.

IN RIDE MAGAZINE

2018 MEET THE MANAGEMENT SCHEDULE

ADVERTISING REVENUE COVERS
PRODUCTION AND PRINTING COSTS.

ALL EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR AFTERNOON SERVICE

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
Editor in Chief: Cindy King
Copyright © 2018 by Virginia Railway Express. All rights reserved. RIDE
Magazine is a publication of the Virginia Railway Express, 1500 King Street,
Suite 202, Alexandria, VA 22314. It has a distribution of approximately
11,700 copies monthly. Advertising in RIDE supports the production and
printing cost. For comments, stories, suggestions, questions or advertising,
please contact cking@vre.org.

MAY 9: UNION STATION

MAY 30: ALEXANDRIA STATION

MAY 16: L'ENFANT STATION

JUNE 6: FRANCONIA-SPRINGFIELD
STATION

MAY 23: CRYSTAL CITY STATION

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Occoquan introduces
Discover Occoquan, a free
family-friendly event in Downtown
Historic Occoquan, on May 19, 2018
The Town of Occoquan and the
Occoquan Merchants Guild will host
Discover Occoquan Day on Saturday,
May 19, 2018 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
in downtown Historic Occoquan.
This brand new event features a full
day of free activities for everyone, including
a boat parade, interactive classes and free demonstrations
hosted by Occoquan businesses, historic tours, live entertainment, a
photo booth, children’s activities, and more!

Commuter lot at the intersection of Old Bridge Road
and Gordon Boulevard and drops off at 305 Mill Street.
The shuttle service, provided by Earnie Porta’s Occoquan
Tourism Company, will collect patrons from the lot on
the half hour beginning at 11 a.m. through 5 p.m., with
a final pick up in town at 8 p.m. The shuttle is free, but
donations to the non-profit Patriots for Disabled Divers
are appreciated. Stay the day and check your strollers, lawn
chairs and blankets at Patriot Scuba, 305 Mill Street, for
the concert at River Mill Park.
For more information, visit: occoquanva.gov/discoveroccoquan or Facebook.com/OccoquanCraftShow

The day kicks off with the Blessing of the Fleet Parade along
the Occoquan River beginning at 10 a.m. and viewable from the
Town Dock at Mamie Davis Park, 205 Mill Street. Then, from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., visitors are invited to browse the town’s unique
shops, boutiques, galleries, restaurants, and cafes and experience all
that Occoquan has to offer. Throughout the day, businesses will
be hosting a variety of free drop-in classes and demonstrations
including yoga in the park, painting for adults and kids, pen and ink
drawings, massages, candle pouring, fiber art, jewelry making, puzzle
making, SCUBA, pet CPR, and more!

"The Awesome Eighties" Spring Concert,
Manassas Chorale

In addition to these free activities, there will be a special flash sale
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Participating Occoquan businesses will have
blue balloons. Finally, this fun-filled day will culminate with a free
outdoor concert at River Mill Park, 458 Mill Street from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m., featuring rock and soul music by The Sidleys. Bring a lawn
chair or blanket to sit on to watch the show!

From Broadway to the airwaves, flash back to the 1980s
as the Manassas Chorale and the Greater Manassas
Children’s Choir present all your favorite hits! Concert
with a Cause: Help support the Haymarket Regional
Food Pantry by donating non-perishable food items at the
concert.

Admission is free. Free on-street and public lot parking is available
in-town. In addition, off-site parking with shuttle bus service
sponsored by Patriot Scuba is available from the Route 123

For more information visit: manassaschorale.org

Friday Jun 1, 2018 @ 7:30 pm
Hylton Performing Arts Center, 10960 George Mason
Circle, Manassas

JUNE 2, 2018

ON SALE
MAY 2ND

$5.00

TICKETS

AT THE
TRAIN STATION

www.visitmanassas.org
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VRE UPDATE

VRE TRAINS WITH FBI K-9s

VRE hosts multiple law enforcement K-9 trainings throughout the year to practice successful detection of illegal items in various
scenarios onboard as well as at our Maintenance and Storage Facilities (MSF). Last month we held a joint event with the Manassas
Airport at our Broad Run MSF where we welcomed a total of 92 units representing various federal and local agencies.
Sponsored by the FBI Laboratory Explosives Unit, agencies and their explosive divisions K-9s in attendance were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Federal Bureau of Investigation
US Secret Service
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority Police
National Institute of Health Police
US Marines – Quantico
US Army – Fort Lee
Department of Homeland Security
Transportation Security Administration
Defense Intelligence Agency
Stafford County Sheriff
Alexandria Police

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prince William County Police
Town of Leesburg Police
Arlington County Police
Falls Church Police Department
Maryland Park Police
Prince George’s County Police
Montgomery County Police

Each animal was prompted to locate explosives in six different
locations throughout the Broad Run MSF and on a railcar.
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VRE UPDATE

BRING YOUR FULL-SIZE BIKE ONBOARD

May 18th is Bike to Work Day
While you may not be able to ride
your bike door to door from home to
the office, you can most likely ride to
work from the station closest to your
office and back again. Celebrate May as
National Bike Month, and utilize select
trains to carry along your full-size bike.
A few VRE policies to be aware of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bicycles must board at the northernmost car on the train and utilize the
southern half of the car.
No more than two (2) bicycles are
allowed on a car.

Bicycles must be tethered to the bench seats using a bungee cord attached to the
eyelet on the seat frame. The south-end bench is distinguishable by only having four
(4) folding seats.
The bench seating on the north end of the car is priority seating for passengers with
disabilities, and cannot be used for bicycles.
Bicycles will be boarded and removed last – after all other passengers have boarded
or detrained.
Bicycles must be clean and free of grease.

Passengers are not permitted to ride bicycles on the platforms or trains.

The Friendliest Trains for Two-Wheels:
Please note full-size bikes are only allowed on select VRE trains.

FREDERICKSBURG AM: VRE 312 & 314
TRAIN #
SPOTSYLVANIA
FREDERICKSBURG
LEELAND ROAD
BROOKE
QUANTICO
RIPPON
WOODBRIDGE
LORTON
FRANCONIA/
SPRINGFIELD (L)
ALEXANDRIA (L)
CRYSTAL CITY (L)
L’ENFANT (L)
UNION STATION

312
7:05a
7:16
7:23
7:29
7:41
7:50
7:57
8:04

314
7:33a
7:44
7:51
7:57
8:09
8:18
8:25
8:32

8:12

8:40

8:24
8:33
8:41
8:49a

8:52
9:01
9:09
9:17a

MANASSAS AM: VRE 330 & 332
TRAIN #

Don't Have a Bike but Still Want to Ride?
Capital Bike Share has many locations near
VRE stations. Visit capitalbikeshare.com to
see if the program is a good fit, and to view
their system map.
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330

332

TRAIN #

8:42

BURKE CENTRE

7:20a
7:28
7:34
7:48
7:53
8:01

7:48a
7:56
8:02
8:16
8:21
8:29

CRYSTAL CITY
L'ENFANT
UNION STATION

8:23
8:31
8:39a

8:51
8:59
9:07a

8:14

TRAIN #
UNION STATION
L’ENFANT
CRYSTAL CITY
ALEXANDRIA
FRANCONIA/
SPRINGFIELD
LORTON
WOODBRIDGE
RIPPON
QUANTICO
BROOKE (L)
LEELAND ROAD (L)
FREDERICKSBURG (L)
SPOTSYLVANIA

313
6:00p
6:08
6:15
6:23

315
6:40p
6:48
6:55
7:03

6:34

7:14

6:41
6:49
6:55
7:05
7:19
7:28
7:36
7:47p

7:21
7:29
7:35
7:45
7:59
8:08
8:16
8:27p

MANASSAS PM: VRE 335 & 337

BROAD RUN
MANASSAS
MANASSAS PARK
BURKE CENTRE
ROLLING ROAD
BACKLICK ROAD
ALEXANDRIA

FREDERICKSBURG PM: VRE 313 & 315

335

337

UNION STATION
L’ENFANT
CRYSTAL CITY
ALEXANDRIA
BACKLICK ROAD
ROLLING ROAD

6:10p
6:18
6:25
6:33
6:44
6:52

6:50p
6:58
7:05
7:13
7:24
7:32

MANASSAS PARK
MANASSAS
BROAD RUN

7:12
7:19
7:29p

7:52
7:59
8:09p

6:58

7:38

NEAR THE OFFICE

“Hirshhorn in the City” Debuts
1980s-Inspired Posters by Washington
Artists on Streets of DC

SEE THE SIGHTS

Explore L'Enfant before Heading Home
The VRE station at L'Enfant is a short walk from many museums
and great dining options in D.C. We encourage you to plan time as
the weather warms to take advantage of the proximity to attractions,
and stop for a bite before catching your train home. Change into your
comfy shoes and step into the role of a tourist. Remember the final
VRE evening trains depart just before 7pm.

5 minute walk
Museum of the Bible: Using cutting edge technology to bring the
Bible to life, visitors will be fascinated as they explore the history,
narrative, and impact of the world's most published Book, the Bible.
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum: Documents the
history of aviation and space exploration, with displays of vehicles and
more.

Under 10 minute walk
Hirshhorn Museum & Sculpture Garden –
(See right.)
National Museum of the American Indian: Artifact exhibits and
modern interactive displays examine the history and culture of Native
Americans.

Are you a monthly ticket
holder but you don't ride
from L'Enfant? Consider
riding a VRE train from
Union to L'Enfant, then
catching a later southbound
train to complete the ride to
your home station.

Limited-edition posters by Washington-based artists wheatpasted
around select public spaces in Southwest Washington as an homage
to the underground art practices of the ’80s.
The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden partnered with
the Southwest Business Improvement District to present “Brand
New SW,” a public art project of graphic posters exploring the
connection between art and 1980s marketing. The project highlights
the connection between the art world today and the ’80s art scene
that radiated from New York City’s East Village, where a pioneering
generation of artists used elements of advertising to blur the line
between art and commerce.
The Hirshhorn identifies No Kings Collective, NoMüNoMü and
SUPERWAXX as a new generation of artists that push the limits
of art, brand and community engagement. “It’s thrilling to see the
ideas and aesthetics of the exhibition ‘Brand New’ resonate decades
later in the vision and practice of these exceptional DC artists,” said
Hirshhorn Director Melissa Chiu. “More and more, contemporary
art is a vital part of the everyday life of Washington, a creative force
that is driving city-wide conversations about the importance of
culture in the 21st century.”
About the Hirshhorn: The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden is the national museum of modern and contemporary art
and a leading voice for 21st-century art and culture. Part of the
Smithsonian, the Hirshhorn is located prominently on the National
Mall in Washington, D.C. Free to all, 364 days a year.
About the SWBID: The Southwest
Business Improvement District spans
483 acres in Southwest Washington
and works to enhance its connectivity,
improve the state of infrastructure and
strengthen the area’s identity as a lab for
arts, culture and transformative urban
technologies within the nation’s capital.

SUPERWAXX (artist of above poster) is a native of Richmond,
Virginia, currently creating and residing in Washington, D.C. Her
work is heavily influenced by animated cartoons, comic books,
popular culture and street art.
RIDE Magazine | MAY 2018
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COMMUNITY UPDATE

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS: CITY OF MANASSAS

SINISTRAL BREWING COMPANY OPEN IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MANASSAS

S

inistral Brewing Company recently opened a new brewery in Historic Downtown Manassas. The 3,500 square foot brewery,
located at 9423 Main Street, adjacent to the Philly Tavern, consists of a 7-barrel brewhouse, taproom and beer garden.

“The City of Manassas is excited to welcome Sinistral Brewing to our Historic Downtown,” said City Manager W. Patrick
Pate. “The City of Manassas has quickly become the location of choice for craft brewers and distilleries because of our unique,
vibrant and business friendly environment.”

Direct from owner and head brewer Blane Perry’s passion for the art and craft of brewing, Sinistral Brewing Company offers a
selection of flagship beers, rotating seasonal specialties and experimental beers using locally sourced ingredients. Flight tastings,
pints and crowler fills are all available.
For more information, visit: facebook.com/sinistralbrewingcompany

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS: FREDERICKSBURG
IMAX NOW OPEN AT FREDERICKSBURG REGAL CINEMAS

I

MAX Corporation and Regal Entertainment
Group announced in January an expansion
of the companies' existing joint revenue
sharing agreement to include the installation
of 11 additional IMAX® theatres in the U.S –
including the Fredericksburg Regal location. The
installation in Fredericksburg is now complete
and open.
"We believe in the strategic value IMAX delivers
to our business, which is why we're increasing
our IMAX footprint and extending the length
of our agreements for all of our IMAX sites,"
stated Amy Miles, CEO of Regal Entertainment
Group. "Regal is focused on delivering the best
customer experience and we believe that IMAX
both delights our guests and drives incremental
revenue for our business."
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AREA TRANSIT UPDATE

METRO PLANS FOR MOBILE APP

M

etro announced on April 10th that it is working with its fare payment vendor to become “mobile ready” by next year,
enabling customers to pay for their Metro trip using a mobile device rather than a SmarTrip card. The new mobile fare
payment platform will work with Metro’s existing infrastructure, eventually allowing customers to tap their mobile device
to the white target at the faregate. The payment process is designed to be seamless and will have a similar experience to
tapping a SmarTrip card today. Using the app, customers will be able to check fares, get real-time service information, and add
money to their SmarTrip account instantly through Auto-Reload when the value is low.
Metro expects to complete the mobile fare payment upgrades in 2019, creating a platform that supports multiple mobile payment
providers. Because payment in the transit environment must meet certain technical requirements to ensure quick transaction
speeds, each mobile provider will announce the ability for customers to pay for Metro trips using their service on their own
timetable.
Mobile payments will be supported on Metrorail, Metrobus, and regional bus services that accept SmarTrip today. The
modernization project will be done in three phases. During the first phase, which is already underway, Metro will upgrade existing
fareboxes, faregates and fare vending machines to support mobile payments and extend their useful life until they can be replaced.
During the second phase of the project to be completed by 2020, Metro will install new faregates at more than 900 entry/exit
lanes at all 91 stations. The current faregates are more than 25 years old, using original power and communications systems. The
new faregate design will be selected based on a number of factors, including customer input, speed, reliability, and ability to
prevent fare evasion. In addition, new fareboxes will be installed on buses to replace the existing 15-year old equipment. The final
phase of the fare modernization will include new fare vending machines that will be more user friendly with large touchscreens,
better accessibility for customers with disabilities, multi-language support, and a smaller physical footprint.
VRE is communicating with WMATA on the project. VRE hopes for interconnectivity in the longterm, and will support
WMATA in compatibility efforts.
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Change your commute, change your life!

Jamie Scully enjoys a daily walk to work, accompanied by his family.

Urge your boss to consider Fredericksburg!
Visit fredericksburgva.com/considerfxbg to learn how.

540.372.1216

GetRide
Noticed
With VRE
Advertising
VRE
Magazine
Commuter
MAY issue
Half Page horizontal 7.5”x 4.75”
Reach our passengers with
advertising opportunities on our
platforms, in our trains and through
our award-winning RIDE Magazine.
70 percent of passengers have an
annual household income of more
than $100,000.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

For more information, visit:
vre.org/advertising
Contact:
advertising@vre.org
(703) 838-5417

RIDE Survey URL: Ideas, Likes, Critiques? RIDE Magazine Online Survey: vre.org/ridesurvey
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RAIL TIME PUZZLES

SUDOKU
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#VREtunes
#IAMRAIL

Ever notice how many pop songs
reference trains?

VRE ASKS:What's
your favorite

"train song?"
Friendly Reminder: Remember to wear your headphones.While we're sure you
have great taste in music, audio books, and video – we ask that you do not
use the speaker on your device onboard.

