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#PSI LoveYouVA

www.potomacshores.com

Homes from the $300s to $800s
VISIT THE WELCOME CENTER
1801 Potomac Shores Parkway, Suite 100
Potomac Shores, VA 22026

There’s plenty to love at Potomac
Shores. Like award-winning homes.
A new elementary school. Sports fields,
parks and trails. And a genuine sense of
family togetherness and belonging for all—
especially for the dedicated men and
women who proudly serve our country.
Share the love on Facebook or Twitter
#PSILoveYouVA
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REMEMBER: NOT
EVERYONE IS WAITING
FOR THE SAME TRAIN
Intercity stations serving both system
lines sometimes become very busy during
evening service. While everyone is waiting
for a train, remember not everyone
needs to board the same train. If the train
arriving is not yours, please step aside and
allow others to board or detrain.

ADVERTISING

IN RIDE MAGAZINE
ADVERTISING REVENUE COVERS
PRODUCTION AND PRINTING COSTS.
PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
Editor in Chief: Cindy King
Copyright © 2018 by Virginia Railway Express. All rights reserved. RIDE
Magazine is a publication of the Virginia Railway Express, 1500 King Street,
Suite 202, Alexandria, VA 22314. It has a distribution of approximately
11,700 copies monthly. Advertising in RIDE supports the production and
printing cost. For comments, stories, suggestions, questions or advertising,
please contact cking@vre.org.

Access RIDE online at
VRE.org/RIDE

FROM THE

CEO

RESPONDING TO NATURAL GROWTH

T

his issue of RIDE magazine highlights
DOUG ALLEN
several system improvement projects
Chief Executive Officer
currently underway. These projects aim
to increase the efficiency of our service, to include minimizing system
bottlenecks and running longer trains.

You may remember us referring to the System Plan 2040 in previous issues,
which is the long-term plan our Operations Board adopted to add capacity
including more trains eventually (during both peak and off-peak times), and to
also offer service for commuters traveling south – rather than north – for work.
A very important, complementary component of this 2040 plan that we are
actively pursuing in the near-term is addressing the anticipated service needs
resulting from Natural Growth in the area. To respond to Natural Growth,
or ridership growth over time due to regional increases in population and
employment, our team is leading projects to support lengthening our trains.
Simply put: we are working to add more available seats on our trains.
Just by implementing our plans for Natural Growth, we will add thousands of seats
to our system by 2040. Efforts to support the longer trains include lengthening
platforms (find information on the Rolling Road Platform Extension on page 4)
and increased storage to "park" the trains when not in service (see page 2). The
Broad Run Expansion is also a response to expected Natural Growth needs on
the Manassas Line (see page 7).
If you ride to L'Enfant or farther north, you've probably noticed a parked train on
a storage track near the L'Enfant station. After you read about the importance of
storage to our system in the article to follow, please let the stored train serve as a
reminder when you pass that VRE is working for you.
Sincerely,

DOUG ALLEN
Chief Executive Officer, Virginia Railway Express

DATES TO REMEMBER
Manassas Transportation Townhall: September 17th
Broad Run Platform Event: September 26th
Clifton Day: October 7th
Columbus Day (No VRE Service): October 8th

VRE's

Story of Storage
A TALE OF INSEPARABLE RELATIONSHIPS

P

assenger rides train…
passenger leaves train to go
to work…train takes passenger back
at the end of the day. It may not be
the most typical love story ever told,
but it should be a familiar one to
anyone who’s ridden the Virginia
Railway Express.
But there’s one part of this story
most riders never get to hear. What
happens to all those trains while
you’re at work? The answer is exactly
what all rom-com characters hope to
hear from the ones they love: They
wait for you. Enter VRE’s storage
yards.
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GROWING
DEMAND FOR
LONGER TRAINS

VRE’s current storage yard projects
are designed to expand and
improve upon our current storage
facilities so that we can run as long
a train as our locomotives allow, as
frequently as possible. After all, we
can only run as many trains as we
can store in our yards. There are
three major storage projects going
on right now.

D.C. STORAGE
ALONG TRACKS

L’Enfant North & South
Storage Tracks
Because Amtrak will need to use the
Ivy City yard just north of Union
Station during the midday hours when
their new trains arrive in a few years,
we needed to find new places to store
VRE trains each day. That’s why we’re
constructing storage tracks both north
and south of L’Enfant Station so that
they can be used to temporarily store
one trainset north of the station, and
two trainsets south of the station,
during the middle of the day. These
storage tracks are an interim solution
until a new Midday Storage Facility is
operational.

VRE UPDATE

CITY STORAGE,
WAITING FOR PM SERVICE

Midday Storage
Facility

We are developing a new yard
north of Union Station and once
completed, we’ll be able to store the
train consists we need for current
service, plus convert the temporary
L’Enfant storage tracks into a fourth
mainline track. The Midday facility
also includes recommissioning an
out-of-service track from Union
Station north. This new yard track
will help to minimize delays to VRE
trains traveling between the storage
yard and Union Station by providing
a more direct route to the lower
level tracks at Union Station used by
VRE.

EXPANDED
BROAD RUN YARD ,
PREPARING FOR AM SERVICE

Broad Run
Expansion

We’ve secured funding for
additional passenger cars for
Manassas Line trains and need
to increase the capacity of the
Broad Run maintenance and
storage facility (MSF) to be able
to store them. The new cars will
allow us to operate longer trains
and provide about 1,700 more
seats in the morning and evening
on Broad Run-based trains. The
MSF improvements include
space for five trains, up to 10 cars
long, plus spares.

MORE TRAIN CARS,
MORE SEATS

Together, these projects will
significantly increase the amount
of train storage we can use,
moving us closer to our goal
of being able to run more and
longer trains throughout the
system. We’re committed to
improving other areas of our
service too, so that passenger
capacity can increase to 25,000
rides per day by 2020, daily trips
can reach 40,000 by 2040…and
you can absolutely love every
single ride you take.
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VRE UPDATE

CONTRACTS ADMINISTRATOR –
CONSTRUCTION & RELATED SERVICES
This individual will be responsible for assisting in a.) the administration
of procurement and contract activities for VRE and b.) development
of contract documents for the procurement of construction, goods, and
services in compliance with federal, state, local and organizational rules,
policies and best practices.
A bachelor’s degree in business, contract administration or a relevant
field and at least five years of progressively responsible experience in
contracting and procurement or an equivalent combination of experience
and education is required. Public sector procurement and contract
administration experience is preferred, particularly in the areas of
construction, construction management and engineering services. For the
complete job description, please see VRE’s website: vre.org.

Current Openings
Contracts Administrator (Alexandria)
Intern (Spotsylvania)

VRE is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Veterans are encouraged to
apply. Background checks are performed on all new employees. Due to
the high volume of resumes received in response to recent employment
postings, no inquiring phone calls or follow-up e-mails will be addressed
in relation to this advertisement. Qualified candidates interested in
applying should submit a professional cover letter, resume, salary history
and three confidential references (to include their address, phone number,
and e-mail address) by close of business, September 21, 2018, to: Human
Resources Administrator, 1500, King St., Suite 202, Alexandria, VA

Dr. Kevin P. Bartram, Music Director

2018-2019 SEASON

ROLLING ROAD PLATFORM EXTENSION
The existing Rolling Road Station platform accommodates five-car train
sets for boarding and detraining, meaning many passengers must move to
different cars for getting off longer trains. The platform extension project
will build a 250-foot platform extension to accommodate eight-car train
sets.
The final design plans are being reviewed by Norfolk Southern Railway
(NS) and once VRE has received and responded to their comments, the
project will be advertised for construction. The construction period should
be about 6 months, weather permitting.

CONCERT SCHEDULE

Paul Anka

OCTOBER 27
Fiddlestix Halloween
Children’s Concert
Rick Steves

The Benefits
This project will create additional platform space at the Rolling Road
Station, resulting in:
•

Easier boarding and exiting for passengers from all train cars

•

Improved operational flexibility and efficiency

•

OCTOBER 6
Paul Anka - Celebrating
60 Years of Hits - His Way

George Takei

The ability to service up to eight-car trains now and
ten-car trains in the future

Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg

DECEMBER 7
Holiday Pops: Rick Steves’
Symphonic Journey
MARCH 23
The Planets with
George Takei
APRIL 26
The Four Seasons
with Nadja SalernoSonnenberg, violin

FOR MORE INFORMATION
540/654-1324 or philharmonic@umw.edu
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COMMUNITY UPDATE

THE DRIFTERS, CORNELL GUNTER'S COASTERS,
AND THE PLATTERS
September 15th at 5:30 PM
5030 Gordon W. Shelton Blvd, Fredericksburg VA 22401
The Drifters delivered numerous hits including Under The
Boardwalk, Save The Last Dance For Me and many more.
Cornell Gunter’s Coasters are known for such hits as Poison Ivy,
YaketyYak, and many more. The Platters'debut hit single Only
You (and You Alone) launched the vocal group as superstars on
the world stage. Learn more: celebratevirginiaafterhours.com
COMMUNITY CONVERSATION TOWNHALL
ON LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION
Hosted by the Manassas City Council
September 17th at 7:00 pm
Manassas City Hall
The City of Manassas is updating its Comprehensive Plan, and
is asking for input on its first Transportation Master Plan to
guide the future of transportation in the city. Learn more at:
manassascity.org/2431/Comprehensive-Plan-Update

MANASSAS CHORALE
SILVER SERENADE
CONCERT
October 5th at 7:30 pm
Hylton Performing Arts Center
10960 George Mason Circle,
Manassas
Help kick off the Manassas
Chorale's 25th anniversary season
with "Silver Serenade" featuring
premier high school vocal ensembles in addition to the 90+ voice
Chorale! For more information visit manassaschorale.org
10TH ANNUAL NORTHERN VIRGINIA
VETERANS PARADE
November 3rd at 11:00 am
Old Town Manassas
VetPar, Inc. will host the the 10th Annual Northern Virginia
Veterans Parade on 3 November in Old Town Manassas at
11am. This year they will honor the 100th Anniversary of the
American Legion. Additional information is found on the
parade website: vetpar.org.

3RD Annual Oktoberfest
Sat., Sept. 15
■
■
■
■
■

■
■

Enjoy a variety of beers from several Stafford breweries
Traditional Oktoberfest food: Brats, pretzels and more
Compete in stein holding contests, corn hole tournaments
Children’s activities
Bring canned goods to support S.E.R.V.E. (Stafford Emergency
Relief through Volunteer Efforts)
Free admission; beer tickets available for sale on website.
Sponsored by Adventure Brewing Company

Noon-7 pm
Doc Stone Professional Building
95 Dunn Ave., Stafford, VA 22556
www.staffordoktoberfest.com

VRE Ride Magazine Oktoberfest Sept. issue
Half Page horizontal 7.5”x 4.75”

080818 Stafford small ads Indd CC ‘17-18
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VRE UPDATE

SAYING GOODBYE TO STEVE ROBERTS
We are sad to announce our second chief executive officer, Steve
Roberts passed away this past July. He served VRE for almost seven
years between September 1993 and June 2000.
Steve graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1965
with a bachelor’s degree in history. He then completed his master’s
degree in public administration at the University of Oklahoma in 1973,
while on active duty with the United States Air Force.
Prior to VRE, Steve was the director of finance and project
development at the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission
(NVTC). Steve helped lead the establishment of VRE with the
Commonwealth of Virginia, regional agencies and local governments
during his time at the NVTC. He helped to gather funding and grants,
created management programs, and managed services for VRE. He
initiated agreements with Conrail, Amtrak, Norfolk Southern, and
the Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad (RF&P) to make
commuter rail services safer and more affordable for the public. He also
reinforced Virginia’s participation in the Washington Metro system and
helped create policies for Virginia’s transit system.
During his time with VRE, Steve was responsible for getting an
agreement with Amtrak allowing our commuters access to select
Amtrak trains. He strengthened our relations and collaborations with
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), Maryland’s MARC Train Service, federal government, state governments,
local transit operators and landowners. He also contributed to cashless fare collection and web-based customer service.
“Steve was a character,” said Sharon Bulova, the chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, in a VRE board meeting after
receiving the news of Steve's passing. “He really knew his stuff and he was tenacious. So, he would not give up (when things were difficult),”
she added.
Bulova also shared her favorite memory of Steve. She said Steve owned a toy store in Prince William County, and it was his part time
avocation. He would bring whistles from his toy store to VRE’s rail rallies for people to blow. One year, VRE was planning to host its rail
rally in Burke, Virginia. VRE invited many congressmen and senators trying to build support among the federal government and state
governments. The rally was accidentally scheduled on St. Patrick’s Day, and people were unhappy about it. To make the best of things, Steve
came with his face painted green and wore elf ears from his toy store – giving the rally a St. Patrick's Day theme.
In 2000, Steve left VRE and joined SYSTRA. Steve was the vice president and program manager at SYSTRA for a total of 11 years, before
becoming the principal of Roberts Rail Resources through this year.
He also took time to give back to the society despite his busy schedule. In January 2012, he volunteered to work with seniors on their financial
stability at AARP, a nonprofit organization serving age 50 and older Americans.
Steve’s lifelong contribution to railroad transportation and services will be forever remembered and appreciated by VRE and many others.
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VRE UPDATE

BROAD RUN EXPANSION MOVING FORWARD
Preliminary design is underway
to expand parking and modify the
station platform at the VRE Broad
Run Station, increase the size of the
Broad Run Maintenance and Storage
Facility (MSF), and add seats to VRE
Manassas Line trains that originate
their trips at Broad Run. Learn more
about the proposed improvements on
September 26th from 4:00 to 8:30 PM
at an Open House at the VRE Broad
Run Station.
Scheduled for completion in 2023,
the Broad Run Expansion is designed
to meet expected VRE rider demand
through 2030 for seating on-board
trains and parking at the station. Six
hundred parking spaces are proposed
to be built at Broad Run north of the
Norfolk Southern Railway (NS) tracks,
bringing the station parking capacity to
1,400 spaces. A pedestrian-only tunnel
under the tracks is included to connect riders using the new parking lot to the
station platform.

Dr. Kevin P. Bartram, Music Director

Proudly Presents:

Paul Anka-

Celebrating 60 Years
of Hits - His Way
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6
7:30 PM
Dodd Auditorium on
the UMW Campus
Tickets go on sale
Monday, Aug. 20
for
Friends of the
Philharmonic
and
Monday, Aug. 27
for the
general public

For tickets, visit umwphilharmonic.com
or call 540/654-1324

VRE riders using Route 28 will be able to access the new parking lot directly
from Route 28/Nokesville Rd. via Residency Rd., providing an alternative to
Piper Lane. Combined with Prince William County’s plans to widen Route
28 and add a multi-use trail, there will be enhanced opportunities to bike or
walk to the Broad Run Station. In addition, the purchase of new coaches to
lengthen trains will add 1,700 seats for riders on the Manassas Line.
A third main track is also proposed within the NS right-of-way between the
Broad Run complex and the Manassas Station. The new track will expand
rail capacity and minimize potential conflicts between VRE trains and freight
or Amtrak trains to help ensure long-term maintenance of VRE on-time
performance.
VRE Manassas Line capacity improvements, including those at the Broad
Run complex, are made possible through a concession fee paid to the
Commonwealth by I-66 Express Mobility Partners, the private-sector
consortium that is building and will operate the I-66 Outside the Beltway
Express Lanes now under construction. The Commonwealth Transportation
Board approved $129 million in concession fee funds for VRE improvements
including the purchase of passenger coaches, additional parking at the
Broad Run and Manassas Park Stations, expansion of the Broad Run MSF,
construction of the third main track between the Broad Run and Manassas
Stations, extension of the Manassas Station platform, and implementation of a
real-time VRE train arrival and seating/parking availability system. Combined
with funding from the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority and
federal funds, just over $151 million will be invested in the VRE Manassas
Line capacity improvements.
Additional information about the Broad Run Expansion is available on the
VRE web site at: vre.org/development/system-enhancements/broad-run/
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PUZZLES & CARTOON

Get Noticed With VRE Advertising
Reach our passengers with
advertising opportunities on our
platforms, in our trains and through
our award-winning RIDE Magazine.
70 percent of passengers have an
annual household income of more
than $100,000.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

For more information, visit:
vre.org/advertising
Contact:
advertising@vre.org
(703) 838-5417

RIDE Survey URL: Ideas, Likes, Critiques? RIDE Magazine Online Survey: vre.org/ridesurvey
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RAIL TIME PUZZLES

SUDOKU
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You're not surrounded by brake lights ...
take a moment to enjoy the view!

#VREviews

#IAMRAIL

