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No matter how you picture the perfect resort-style retreat, you’ll find it just 30 miles from DC at
Potomac Shores. Escape to 2,000 rolling acres overlooking a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course.

DESTINATION
for a LIFETIME

Two miles of shoreline. Ten miles of trails. A planned town center. A future Virginia Railway Express
station. And the relaxed traditions of Tidewater living. Then make a lifetime of wishes come true.

Visit The Greeting House
Luxury homes now selling from the low $500s
2175 Potomac River Blvd., Potomac Shores, VA 22026 | Toll-free 855.808.6051 | PotomacShores.com
GPS address: 17700 Dominican Drive, Dumfries, VA 22026
Features and products vary by community. Price, offers, financing and availability are subject to change without notice. See a Sales and Marketing Representative for details.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Capital Fringe Festival

CELEBRATE THE 4 WITH VRE!
th

RIDE VRE TO CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

T

his year the Virginia Railway Express (VRE)
will run a Firecracker Special on both the
Fredericksburg and Manassas Lines to downtown Washington, D.C. for the Fourth of July
Fireworks 2014. Trains will come northbound in
the afternoon and will return southbound approximately an hour after the fireworks end.

Bruno Mars: Moonshine Jungle Tour
July 11, 8 pm

Come out and enjoy a Friday night on the town in
Washington, DC with family and friends on the VRE!
Space is limited, so don’t delay. Check out our website, Facebook, Twitter, subscribe to
Train Talk, or contact our office at 703-684-1001 for the latest updates.

WHERE AND WHEN: Fireworks begin at 9:10pm. We will get you there in
plenty of time to get yourself situated in DC. The trains will drop off all passengers at
Washington Union Station between 5:30 and 6:00pm leaving plenty of time for the
20-25 minute walk to the National Mall.

SCHEDULE INFORMATION:
FREDERICKSBURG LINE: The stops on the Fredericksburg Line will pick up and
drop off at Leeland Road, Brooke, Quantico, Woodbridge, Lorton on into Union Station.
Times listed for pick-up are departure times and we will begin loading approximately 10
minutes prior to scheduled time to ensure an on-time departure from each station.

STATION

Leeland
Road

Brooke

Quantico

Woodbridge

Lorton

Union
Station

TIMES
(PICK-UP)

3:45 pm

4:00 pm

4:21 pm

4:43 pm

4:58 pm

5:34 pm
ARRIVAL

STATION

Union
Station

Lorton

Woodbridge

Quantico

Brooke

Leeland
Road

DEPARTS
10:45 pm

11:20 pm

11:35 pm

11:57 pm

12:18 pm

12:33 am

TIMES
(DROP-OFF)

MANASSAS LINE: The stops on the Manassas Line will pick up and drop off at
Manassas Park, Burke Centre, Backlick Road on into Union Station. Times listed for
pick-up are departure times and we will begin loading approximately 10 minutes prior
to scheduled time to ensure an on-time departure from each station.

STATION

Manassas Park

Burke Centre

Backlick Road

Union Station

4:45 pm

5:06 pm

5:26 pm

5:58 pm ARRIVAL

Union Station

Backlick Road

Burke Centre

Manassas Park

11:30 pm

11:50 pm

12:11 am

TIMES (PICK-UP)
STATION

TIMES (DROP-OFF) DEPARTS 11:00 pm
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July 10–27

Penn Quarter & Mount
Vernon Square
Washington, DC
This annual performing arts event
features more than 145 performances in a
variety of venues around Washington, DC. It
introduces risk-taking art and non-traditional
performances including theater, dance,
music, poetry, puppetry and more.

Jiffy Lube Live, 7800 Cellar Door Dr.
Bristow, VA
The Bruno Mars 2014 Moonshine Jungle Tour
concert in Bristow will be held at the Jiffy
Lube Live (Formerly Nissan Pavilion). Joining
Bruno Mars on tour to open the concert will
be special guest Aloe Blacc.

Potomac River Running’s
Birthday Bash 5K
July 13, 8 am

Fairfax Corner
11895 Grand Commons Ave.
Fairfax, VA
Join Potomac River Running in celebrating
their 11th birthday! There is a race distance
for everyone—a 5k or 1k fun run, and even
a 100 meter dash for the wee tots! Enjoy
pre- and post-race live music and lots of
free activities.

Canine Cruise on
the Potomac
July 19, 11am

Potomac Riverboat
Company
205 The Strand, Alexandria, VA
Join in a local favorite, with or without a
four-legged friend, for this hour long cruise
of Alexandria’s Seaport. Dogs ride FREE.
Advance ticket purchases are strongly
recommended. Dogs must be on a 6 ft. flat
leash at all times.

Fredericksburg Agricultural Fair
July 25–Aug. 3

Agricultural Fairgrounds
Fredericksburg, VA
Founded in 1738, the Fredericksburg Agricultural Fair is the oldest fair
in Virginia. Take part in celebrating traditional fair events, contests, entertainment,
food and fun for the whole family!

VRE OPERATIONS BOARD MEMBER

MEET MAUREEN CADDIGAN
By Jennifer Buske

A

s one of the longest-serving members on the VRE Operations Board,
Prince William County Supervisor
Maureen Caddigan has had a front
row seat to the commuter-rail service’s
exponential growth over the years.
Since Caddigan joined the VRE board in
1996, VRE has more than doubled its ridership, added new stations, overhauled its fleet
and improved on-time performance, making

it one of the most attractive alternatives for
Virginia commuters looking to avoid the
Commonwealth’s clogged highways.
“When I came on, we were just getting started,” she said. “We had older
railcars and a small fleet, but we saw that
growth was coming….Today we are living
proof that the vision we had back then has
[become a reality.] We are really proud of
our VRE system.”
Caddigan, who represents the Potomac District on the Prince William Board
of County Supervisors, has served as both
Secretary and Chairman on the VRE
Operations Board.
As Chairman in 2006, Caddigan oversaw the $50 million investment VRE made
into new high-capacity railcars and also an
amendment to VRE’s Master Agreement
that brought Spotsylvania County into the
system. It was also the first time, she said,

VRE put a transportation funding package
together to bring to the state.
“It was the first time we started working
with our legislators,” Caddigan said. “And
although in the end the transportation
package did not pass, it forever changed the
way things got done. Today I am pleased
VRE has a very strong seat at the table.”
A resident of Prince William since 1969,
Caddigan is passionate about her community and spearheaded efforts to
bring both a train station and
the OmniLink bus service to
the town of Quantico, which
is surrounded by the Marine
Corps base.
Caddigan is now working to get another station
open at the new Potomac Shores development.
SunCal (a developer) is
building a mixed-use town
center around the Jack
Nicklaus Signature Golf
Course, which opened this
year, and plans to invest
over $14 million for a new VRE station.
“My district has experienced substantial growth over the years and now we are
poised for the next significant step with the
Potomac Shores development and the new
station,” Caddigan said. “It will be a tremendous asset to Prince William County
and the VRE system.”
As VRE’s ridership continues to grow,
Caddigan said she would like more trains
and longer trains to accommodate the
current ridership before extending the
service father out. She would also like to
see more rail connectivity between Richmond and New York.
“We need to remain focused on ensuring the best service possible for the riders we
have now,” she said. “People are standing-and
they aren’t complaining because they look at
the highway-but we still need more trains,
which is where we need to put the money.”

MAUREEN CADDIGAN
VRE Operations Board Member

“

“My district has experienced
substantial growth over the
years and now we are poised
for the next significant step
with the Potomac Shores
development and the new
station. It will be a tremendous
asset to Prince William County
and the VRE system.”

Besides serving on the VRE board, Caddigan is active in several other organizations including the Virginia Association of
Counties, the Prince William County Boys
& Girls Club Board of Directors and the
Quantico Growth Management Committee, which was created to address the Base
Realignment and Closure proceedings and
the influx in people it would bring to Quantico. She also enjoys spending time with her
husband, four children and grandchildren.
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VRE UPDATE

SUMMER IS HERE AND WITH IT COMES STORMS. . .
HOW SEVERE RAIN OR THUNDERSTORMS AFFECTS VRE SERVICE

T

he most common delay during stormy weather is caused by wind and heavy rain,
with both CSX and Norfolk Southern having policies in place that deal with severe
weather. If the private weather forecasting organizations hired by the railroads put
out a flash flood warning, for example, both CSX and NS have policies stating that
passenger trains can go no faster than 40 mph.
Both policies follow the same theory most of us do when driving in heavy rain: slowing
down enables the engineers to more safely navigate through areas with limited visibility.
Most importantly, should deep water cover the tracks, or if a section of track is washed out,
a slower rate of speed will allow the engineer to
slow or stop the train before it is too late.
“Speed restrictions during
Speed restrictions during flash flood warnflash flood warnings, like heat ings, like heat restrictions, are put into effect
restrictions, are put into effect for safety reasons. This rule is put into effect
because heavy rains can wash away parts of the
for safety reasons.“
ballast (the rocks that support the tracks). The
Manassas Line is especially prone to this since
the conditions that cause flooding are more prevalent in this area.
Once imposed, flood related speed restrictions will remain in place until the tracks
can be properly inspected. So even though it may be sunny outside, if the tracks haven’t
been fully inspected yet after a storm the speed restrictions will remain.
Other delays associated with rain storms can be caused by fallen trees. Tracks covered by
fallen trees require railroad crews to come via hi-rail vehicles (vehicles that can run on both
road and rail) in order to cut and clear the tracks as quickly as possible.
Now you may ask, how long will I be delayed? Both Fredericksburg and Manassas Line
trains will be approximately 30-45 minutes late to their final destination.
Ultimately, VRE’s bottom line is safety, a focus shared by both CSX and NS. If severe
weather is in the forecast, please keep in mind that your commute may be delayed, but rest
assured, those commuting by car are likely sitting in far worse backups!

On September 8, 2011, our region was being pounded
with rain from Tropical Storm Lee, CSXT issued flash-flood
speed restrictions and additional directives to train crews
to ensure the safety of our passengers. As train 309’s
then-locomotive engineer Jamie Stump (now Transportation
Manager) slowly approached Pohick Creek near Lorton as
required by the speed restrictions, he felt a great sense of
unease from the rapidly moving high water near the bridge.
He immediately contacted his crew and the CSXT train
dispatcher and requested permission to back away from
what would become the washout shown here.
Thanks to the vigilance and professionalism of P309’s crew,
VRE’s passengers were protected from harm and returned
safely to Franconia-Springfield Station.

FREDERICKSBURG LINE
TAXI COMPANIES

MANASSAS LINE
TAXI COMPANIES

Fredericksburg:
Hilldrup Taxi – (540) 373-8294

Broad Run/Manassas/Manassas Park:
Manassas Cab Company – (703) 257-0222**

Leeland Road/Brooke:
Brenda’s Cab Co. – (540) 659-3295

Burke Centre/Rolling Road/Backlick Road:
Yellow Cab – (703) 451-2255
Yellow Cab of Fairfax – (703) 534-1111**
Red Top Cab – (703) 941-4000

Quantico/Rippon/Woodbridge:
Yellow Cab – (703) 640-6464**
Lorton:
Yellow Cab – (703) 451-2255
Yellow Cab of Fairfax – (703) 534-1111**
Red Top Cab – (703) 941-4000

6 RIDE Magazine | July 2014

*Taxi cab numbers are
deemed reliable but not
guaranteed.
**Accepts credit cards.
Min. charge may apply.

*Taxi cab numbers are deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
**Accepts credit cards – minimum charge may apply.

VRE UPDATE

V I R G I N I A R A I LWAY E X P R E S S 2014

MEET THE MANAGEMENT
OVER THE PAST TWO MONTHS, management from VRE,
Keolis, Norfolk Southern, Amtrak, and CSX have been visiting the VRE destination stations to meet with customers
and answer your questions.
We thought it might be interesting to let you know the
Top Ten Questions; as well as the answers to those questions. Here goes…

1.
2.

When will the Spotsylvania Station be open?

Track work for the new Spotsylvania station is currently
underway. Once land is acquired by VDOT, we will have a
better idea when it will open.
When will VRE get Wi-Fi?

VRE has tested devices with the current 3G cell technology on both lines and the most promising coverage
from those providers tested came from Verizon. The latest test
showed complete coverage on the Manassas Line and partial coverage on the Fredericksburg Line. The weak spots on
the Fredericksburg line were between the Leeland Road and
Quantico stations. When we eventually implement positive train
control in 2015, Wi-Fi will become easier to add.

3.
4.

Will VRE ever have weekend service?

We are not looking at weekend service at this time. The
long-term System Plan plans to add a weekend service
in the future.
What can be done about passengers who queue in the
aisle way before their stop?

Posters have been put up at the stations reminding passengers not to “queue” and we will ask the conductors to make
announcements.

5.
6.

When will VRE be going to Gainesville/Haymarket?

The Gainesville/Haymarket extension is still a planned project. We will be starting new studies to look at the extension,
station locations and possible service plans later this year.
When will the new cars be in service?

Eight new Gallery IV cars will be added to the System by
the end of July. These cars will replace the legacy cars that
are in the system now. Seven additional Gallery IV cars have been
ordered with a projected delivery time of 1st quarter 2016.

Q&As
7.

When will the Lorton platform be extended?

Starting this summer, VRE plans to construct a 250-ft. long
platform extension to the east of the existing platform
at the VRE Lorton Station. The new platform will have a canopy
coverage for 100’ of its length with updated LED lighting. Construction for the platform expansion is expected to be completed
the end of 2014.

8.

When will the Alexandria pedestrian tunnel project
begin?

VRE is preparing to construct a new tunnel from the VRE/
Amtrak Station at Alexandria directly to the King Street Metrorail
station mezzanine, improving ADA access, eliminating track crossings and upgrading the VRE/Amtrak’s eastern platform. Construction is expected to begin fall of 2014.

9.

What is being done about the over-crowding on the
trains?

Due to the increase in ridership, VRE is experiencing
capacity issues onboard most of our trains. To help handle capacity
issues, we have reduced the price of the Amtrak Step-Up fares and
Amtrak has permitted step-up use to 2 reverse flow trains. Adding
cars is the only major way to reduce crowding, however, we
currently lack the storage space that would allow us to add cars.
At this time, we are looking into possibilities for additional storage
space at the yards in Union Station, at a side track in L’Enfant and
possible land available near our yards in Broad Run and Spotsylvania. Gaining this additional storage space would allow us to add
cars to our busiest train sets, but unfortunately, we do not have
an estimated time frame as to when such storage space would be
able to be developed.
And last but not least...

10.

Will there be a fare increase this year?
There will be no fare increase for Fiscal Year 2015
(July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015)!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MANASSAS STATION
th

CELEBRATES 100 ANNIVERSARY
I
f you are a VRE rider, chances are you have been through or
stopped at the City of Manassas Train Depot. Next time you
stop here on the train, make sure to come inside the depot
and visit On the Tracks of History, the new exhibit celebrating
the 100th Anniversary of this historic building.
The exhibit, located inside the depot, is one of many created by
the staff of the Manassas Museum System. On the Tracks of History
features over two dozen train-related
objects, many associated with the old
Southern Railway. A stepstool used at
the train station, a conductors hat, an
old glass insulator and a telegraph key
used to send coded messages are just a
few of the many things you can see in
this new exhibit. Large scale graphics
include the train station when it was
constructed 100 years ago and early
Manassas Gap Railroad script. Also
on exhibit are images of modern day
VRE and Amtrak trains as well as a
VRE uniform jacket and hat.
The depot itself recently underwent a face lift. The City of
Manassas had the entire building painted and put down new carpeting on the inside. Fortunately, the building still retains much
of the look of the original structure, including a replacement roof,
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with clay tiles made by the same Ludowici Tile Company that
fabricated the original.
Want to know more about the role of the railroad during the
Civil War? Then visit the Manassas Museum and tour the galleries there. Additional information on the early rail lines that ran
through the area and more train-related objects and images are on
display for you to enjoy. The Museum is conveniently located across
from the VRE parking garage and is an
easy walk from the train station.
As a bonus for visitors this
summer, the Manassas Museum is
hosting a special traveling exhibition
Civil War Journey: The Maps and
Sketches of Private Robert Sneden.
This new exhibit features more than
40 original watercolors on loan from
the Virginia Historical Society. It is on
view through August 31.
And while you are in the
City of Manassas, stop by one of the
wonderful restaurants or shops that are within walking distance
of the Manassas VRE station. Experience great indoor/outdoor
dining or drop in to pick up something at one of the City’s oneof-a-kind shops. We look forward to seeing you in Manassas
this summer.

“On the Tracks of
History [the new
exhibit celebrating the
100th Anniversary of
this historic building]
features over two dozen
train-related objects,
many associated with the
old Southern Railway.”

S P O TLIG HT ON KEOL IS
MEET TYREESE GOODSON

T

yreese Goodson became interested in a career on
the railroad at an early age as he was inspired by
his friend’s father. Like so many other locomotive
engineers with the VRE, he began his career with CSX
in 1999 working on the freight line. After 11 years of
service with CSX, Tyreese moved on to passenger service and the VRE in 2010.
Tyreese was originally drawn to passenger rail
because of the unique experience the trains and passengers offered.“I loved how the passenger trains
looked, and I was curious about working on them—
they were their own world and their own entity.” Tyreese is grateful for his time with the VRE, “What I like
about [the VRE] is that the management is approachable, I have the general manager’s cell phone number—
never in my history have I been able to do that. The
VRE is very much a family oriented workplace. We are
all like a family.”
Tyreese and his crew members begin their day
early, carpooling to the yard from Richmond, VA. After
getting his paperwork and schedule together for the
day he hits the trains. “It’s all about constant communi-

Luxury Estates with Grand
One Level Living

cation and updates. We operate
the train 100% rules compliant
and part of that is ensuring that
passengers are comfortable.”
However, preventing incidents is sometimes out of
the crew’s hands. Not long ago, a woman at the Fredericksburg station had an allergic reaction to food that
threw her into life-threatening anaphylactic shock.
Tyreese and the crew responded quickly, and were able
to stabilize her until paramedics arrived on the scene.
The woman was overwhelmed with gratitude for the
crew’s quick thinking and made it a point to thank
them: “She gave us cards and kudos and thank yous for
what we did. We now know her by name. That makes
you feel good. You have to remember, there are human
beings on this train and their lives are in our hands.”

Keolis is the private contractor hired by
the VRE to operate and maintain VRE
train service.

got GAME?

• Wooded and Golf Course Views Available
• Resort-Style Neighborhood from the Mid $700’s
• Owner’s Suite and Secondary Bedrooms on 1st Floor
• Customize at our Award-Winning Design Studio
Phone: 703-764-5443
3701 Tanyard Lane, Haymarket, VA 20169.

ww w.Va nM etreHo m es. c o m

1/2 yearly SALE
Package of Choice*
Cafe Package*
Tweet Package*

Visit any of our communities
through June 30th, and your
NEW HOME purchase will now
include any package that best
suits your lifestyle!*

Check out our new VM Digital Short!

*Offer valid on contracts written between June 2 - June 30, 2014. No adjustments on previous contracts. Some restrictions apply.
Select options may not be available at all communities and may not be available on quick move-in homes. This offer is not
redeemable for cash or cash equivalent. Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Offer and prices subject to change
at any time without notice. For specifics on the Van Metre ½ Yearly Sale, see Sales Manager for details. **Mac® is a registered
trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not a participant or sponser of this promotion. Offer expires 6/30/14.

VAN-A-14-091 RideVRE_BullRn_7'5x4'82c_APPROVED.indd 1

The Estates at Bull Run Golf Club is good for you.
6/10/14 4:06 PM
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New, Hip City-style Garage
Towns from the upper $200’s

got CITY-STYLE?

• Urban-inspired exteriors with modern, spacious designs
• Just a short walk to the VRE and Historic Manassas
Phone: 703-764-5447
9407 Zebedee Street, Manassas, VA 20110.

ww w.Va nM etreHo m es. c o m

1/2 yearly SALE
Package of Choice*
Cafe Package*
Tweet Package*

Visit any of our communities
through June 30th, and your
NEW HOME purchase will now
include any package that best
suits your lifestyle!*

Check out our new VM Digital Short!
*Offer valid on contracts written between June 2 - June 30, 2014. No adjustments on previous contracts. Some restrictions apply.
Select options may not be available at all communities and may not be available on quick move-in homes. This offer is not
redeemable for cash or cash equivalent. Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Offer and prices subject to change
at any time without notice. For specifics on the Van Metre ½ Yearly Sale, see Sales Manager for details. **Mac® is a registered
trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not a participant or sponser of this promotion. Offer expires 6/30/14.

Olde Towne Square is good for you.

COURTESY
REMINDERS
WHEN RIDING ON THE VRE we ask that you
make every effort to be courteous to your
fellow passengers. Below are a few courtesy
reminders.

Colognes & Perfumes

We ask for courtesy reasons that riders keep
colognes and perfumes to a minimum onboard
our trains.

Throw Away Trash

Passengers are allowed to eat onboard the
train. We just ask for courtesy reasons that
riders clean up after themselves and make sure
garbage doesn’t get left behind.

Compact Car Parking

For courtesy reasons, please only park in
“compact” designated spots if you’re driving
a compact sized vehicle.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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RAIL TIME PUZZLES

SUDOKU
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D.R. HORTON TAKES PRIDE IN BEING
AMERICA’S #1 HOMEBUILDER FOR 12 YEARS
IN A ROW.* AMERICAN QUALITY, VALUE,
BEAUTY AND DURABILITY ARE ALIVE AND
WELL IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL. BETTER
PRICES, BETTER HOMES, BETTER LIFE.
®

LIBERTY MANOR
IN WOODBRIDGE

OCCOQUAN HEIGHTS
IN OCCOQUAN

ALL-NEW DESIGNS!

Garage Townhomes from the upper $300’s
Phone: 571.723.0879

LYNDAM HILL II
IN LORTON

PRESCOTT COURT
IN MANASSAS

ALL-NEW HOMES!

COMING SOON!

Single Family Homes from the upper $400’s
Phone: 703.590.3555

Single Family Homes from the $600’s
Garage Townhomes from the upper $400’s
Phone: 571.723.0878

Luxury Townhomes from the low $300’s
Phone: 571.302.0952

Communities open Mon. 1pm - 6pm, Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm, and Sun. 12pm - 6pm.

www.DRHorton.com/VA
*As ranked by Builder Magazine. Prices, specifications, delivery dates and availability are subject to
change without notice or obligation. Photographs are representational only. Some restrictions may
apply. See Community Sales Manager for details. MHBR #535
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