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I

recently attended a meeting in New York City held for leaders of
commuter railroads where Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph Szabo
discussed the importance of safety as a way of life in all facets of our
industry. As I was sitting in the meeting, I was heartened to be surrounded by my colleagues who all seemed to understand, as I do, how important
safety is in our business how important it is to aggressively pursue a deeply
rooted culture of safety.
Although commuter rail boasts an exceptional safety record, we at
VRE do not accept that record as an invitation to be complacent about our
shared responsibility with you to make your ride as safe as possible. I expect
and empower each VRE and Keolis employee to always be mindful of any
situation that would affect their or your safety as we work diligently every
day to assure you arrive safely to your destination.
Your safety, while of utmost importance to us, is still a joint responsibility. In the coming months you’ll notice VRE’s new safety and security
campaign which stresses the use of handrails when boarding and deboarding the train, and the use of appropriate shoes when traveling by train. We
hope this campaign will convey our position that the safety cultures not only
focus on eliminating or preventing large scale hazards, but making sure you
prepare and use caution to avoid minor slips and falls on stairs and platforms.
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IN THE KNOW

95 EXPRESS LANES
EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN

TRAVELERS ENCOURAGED TO “MAKE A PLAN” TO PREPARE FOR NEW
TRANSPORTATION OPTION

T

he 95 Express Lanes, in partnership with the
Virginia Department of Transportation and the
Department of Rail and Public Transportation,
launched an educational campaign to prepare
travelers for the changes coming to I-95 when the
existing I-95 HOV system is converted to an Express
Lanes system. The 95 Express Lanes project will bring
new choices and added capacity on I-95, but will also
mean changes for travelers who currently use the HOV facility. The Make a Plan
campaign targets those travelers who use the existing HOV lanes and will educate them on how to prepare for the changes coming to I-95.
All drivers – including carpools, sluggers, vanpools and vehicles with clean
fuel plates – will need an E-ZPass® or E- ZPass® FlexSM to access the 95
Express Lanes. To learn more about E-ZPass and how the new Express Lanes
will work, drivers are encouraged to visit the Make a Plan section of the 95
Express Lanes website – 95ExpressLanes.com/makeaplan. The website is tailored to I-95 travelers based on their preferred mode of travel and outlines the
steps they need to take to prepare for the changes coming to I-95. Also on the
website, travelers can view a video outlining what they need to do to prepare for
the new Express Lanes.
While the 95 Express Lanes will extend and improve the performance of the
existing HOV system, they will also bring major changes to I-95 including:
• All travelers will need an E-ZPass to access the 95 Express Lanes – travelers
may purchase E-ZPass at a variety of local Virginia retailers including AAA
Mid-Atlantic locations, select Giant and Wegmans and Tysons Corner
Center; at E-ZPass customer service centers; online or by calling E-ZPass
Virginia at 1-877-762-7824
• To travel toll-free, travelers will need three or more people in the vehicle and
an E-ZPass Flex set to HOV mode – this applies to all travelers including
hybrid or clean fuel tag vehicles, vanpools and carpools
• The 95 Express Lanes will end north of Edsall Road on I-395. Standard
HOV rules will apply on the I-395 HOV lanes:
				 – Carpoolers (HOV-3+) heading north on the 95 Express Lanes will
			 be able to continue on to the I-395 HOV lanes
				 – Vehicles that do not meet the HOV requirement when the HOV rules
			 are in effect on I-395 will need to exit from the 95 Express Lanes and
			 reenter the regular I-395 lanes after Edsall Road to continue into
			 Arlington and Washington, D.C.
The 95 Express Lanes are on schedule to open in early 2015. Reversible like
the HOV lanes today, the 95 Express Lanes will operate 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. The 95 Express Lanes will use dynamic tolls to keep traffic flowing and
provide a more predictable travel pattern.
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Annual Vintage Virginia
Wine and Food Festival

May 31-June 1

Bull Run Regional Park,
Centreville, VA
The 33rd annual Vintage Virginia
will feature the Commonwealth’s
best wine, food and music, with an
emphasis on Virginian cuisine, showcased
by daily cooking presentations by top chefs
from across the country. Additionally, there
will be a line-up of nearly two dozen of the
Washington, DC-area’s favorite food trucks!

Celebrate Fairfax Festival
June 6-8

Fairfax County Gov. Center,
Fairfax, VA
Don’t miss Northern Virginia’s largest community-wide celebration with more than
300 exhibitors, food vendors, crafters and interactive activities. The celebration includes
live concerts on eight stages, a petting zoo,
carnival rides and nightly fireworks.

The Big Muddy Challenge
June 7

Belvedere Plantation,
Fredericksburg, VA
Start prepping your family for the muddiest
day of your year! The Big Muddy Challenge
was created to share the endurance experience with parents and their children. You’ll
experience the premiere Parent Child adventure race series through a two-mile obstacle
course with more fun, high fives and cheers
than any other fun run can muster!

MEET THE MANAGEMENT
VRE staff will be present with treats and
give-aways to greet all VRE riders on afternoon trains and answer any questions—
beginning with the first trains going south
(excluding the mid-day trains) and staying
until the end of evening service.

MAY 21 – Crystal City
JUNE 4 – Alexandria
JUNE 11 – Franconia-Springfield

VRE OPERATIONS BOARD MEMBER

MEET SUHAS NADDONI
By Jennifer Buske

SUHAS NADONI
VRE Operations Board Member

M

anassas Park resident Suhas Naddoni has always had a fascination
with trains.
Growing up in India, his family lived by the railroad tracks and he
would aways look forward to riding the
train-something he continued to do while
living in places across the world.
Today, Naddoni still enjoys riding the
rails and people can find the VRE Operations Board member at the Manassas Park
station, boarding the quiet car and settling
in for his trip to work in Alexandria.
“When we moved to [Northern Virginia] in 2000, one of the reasons we bought a
house in Manassas Park was because of the
train station,” Naddoni said. “There are so
many things I enjoy about the VRE ride–it
is very clean, comfortable and because I am
not driving, I can do other things. It is my
favorite mode of transportation.”
Naddoni was elected to the Manassas Park City Council in 2008 and,
because of his interest in public transportation and trains, he quickly volunteered to serve on VRE’s board, taking
over Manassas Park Mayor Frank Jones’
seat in 2009. He also serves as an alter-

nate on the Potomac and Rappahannock
Transportation Commission board.
“Over the next 25 years, there will
be 1.6 million people moving into our
region and they will need to commute,”
Naddoni said, adding that VRE must
continue to expand to address the influx
of residents and growing need for public
transportation.
While growth is important, it must be
planned, he said, which is why the VRE
Operations Board adopted the organization’s System Plan at its January meeting.
“We’re not an island and the majority of people have jobs outside of their
hometown,” he said. “All these people
can’t just drive...
As VRE expands and grows, it will spur
economic development throughout Northern Virginia, Naddoni said. Manassas Park
has a technology zone, which provides
incentives to tech companies that locate in
the designated area- something Naddoni
hopes more businesses can take advantage
of as public transit options expand.
The planned extension to Gainesville –
Haymarket would also be very beneficial,
particularly for his Manassas Park riders,

“

“Over the next 25 years, there
will be 1.6 million people
moving into our region and
they will need to commute.
VRE must continue to expand
to address the influx in
residents and growing need
for public transportation.”
Naddoni said. Rail officials have proposed
to extend VRE 11 miles on Norfolk Southern’s B line and into these western Prince
William counties. The project would add
another track along the B line within an
existing right-of-way. The Manassas Park
station could then be served by two VRE
lines, Naddoni said.
“I want to continue serving on the
VRE board to make sure this happens,”
Naddoni said. “People have already discovered there is a comfortable alternative
[to the roadways] and once others get a
taste of VRE, they won’t go back. It is one
of the great assets we have.”
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IN THE KNOW

QR CODES–WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE QUICK RESPONSE BARCODE (QR CODE) TECHNOLOGY

B

ack in the 1960s many Japanese cashiers suffered from numb- they allowed the specifications
ness in the wrist and carpal tunnel syndrome, as a result, the of the QR Code to be publicscanned barcode was invented to help alleviate this issue. In ly available so that anyone could
1994, Denso Wave Incorporated were asked, since the bar- use it freely. Because of this, QR
code only held a limited amount of information, to develop a new codes are able to be used by Google’s Android, Blacktwo-dimensional code for the Japanese auto indusOS, Nokia Symtry that could be read easily as well as being capable
“VRE has embraced the Berry
bian Belle and Apple iOS
of holding a great deal of information.
The Quick Response Barcode, or QR code, QR code in many of its devices (iPhone/iPod/iPad),
as well as Microsoft’s Windows
was originally designed to track vehicles during
publications due to
Phone operating system, Google
manufacture, but, because of its quick readability,
its ease of use.”
Goggles, 3rd party barcode scanners, and
its use has spread—especially since it could be
the Nintendo 3DS.
easily scanned through an app by the camera of
In 2012, the QR Code won a prize in the Media for Indusa basic smart-phone. The QR code’s square pattern was chosen
because it was the pattern least likely to appear where QR codes try category of the Good Design Award.
VRE has embraced the QR code in many of its publications
were used. If there was a similar-looking mark nearby, the code
reader could mistake it for the pattern. Therefore, the position due to its ease of use. Instead of carrying a RIDE Magazine or a
pocket schedule, a rider can scan the code found on these items
detection patterns had to be unique.
Although Denso Wave would retain the patent rights to and download a PDF version onto their phone so that they can
the QR Code, it declared that it would not exercise them and readily carry it with them and view at a later date.

New, Hip City-style Garage
Towns from the low $300’s

got CITY-STYLE?

• Urban-inspired exteriors with modern, spacious designs
• Just a short walk to the VRE and Historic Manassas
Phone: 703-764-5447
9407 Zebedee Street, Manassas, VA 20110.
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SPIN SALE!

The
has been
extended until May 31st! Visit
Van Metre Homes and SPIN for
the hottest selection of accessory
packages + enhanced EXTRAS
for your new home!*

$
$

$

Check out our new VM Digital Short!
*Offer valid on contracts written between 5/1 - 5/31/14. This is a limited time offer, subject to change and may be
withdrawn at the discretion of Van Metre Homes without prior notice and may not be used in conjunction with any other
discount. Prices subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. For more details, see Sales Manager. 5/2014.
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Olde Towne Square is good for you.

VRE UPDATE

SEE TRACKS,
THINK TRAIN
VRE HOSTS OLI AT QUANTICO AS THEY FILM THE PSA FOR THEIR
NATIONAL “SEE TRACKS, THINK TRAIN” CAMPAIGN

O

peration Lifesaver (OLI) is a
national non-profit organization
dedicated to educating citizens
about the dangers of trespassing on
railroad tracks and failing to stop, look and
listen for approaching trains at crossings
where roadways and railways intersect.
In response to a rising number of
fatalities, injuries and property damage at railroad crossings and involving
those walking along or across tracks,
OLI has partnered with a number of
railroad organizations across the country, the Federal Railroad Administration
and the Federal Transit Administration
to launch a “See Tracks, Think Train”
awareness campaign. VRE, whose headquarters are based across the street from
those of OLI has long been committed
to the mission of Operation Lifesaver.
Recently, OLI President and CEO
Joyce Rose reached out to us for some

assistance in scouting a good
location to film the video that
would carry the core message of
their campaign. We jumped at the chance
to help out and immediately offered up
our Quantico station on the Fredericksburg Line. With its vehicle and pedestrian grade crossing, frequency of rail traffic
and classic small-town USA appeal, the
location was ideal for filming.
The video shows the actor delivering the rail safety message while safely
and carefully navigating the pedestrian
crossings and standing back from the
yellow tactile platform edge and being
keenly aware of his surroundings –
issues that are important to us at VRE
as well. The video will be unveiled at
Operation Lifesaver’s National Leadership Conference mid-May and will then
be made available to the public, on the
OLI website at www.OLI.org.

VRE recently hosted OLI crews at the Quantico station
for the filming of the video that will be used as a core
component of their awareness campaign.

Operation Lifesaver has partnered
with a number of railroad organizations across the country, the Federal
Railroad Administration and the
Federal Transit Administration to
launch a “See Tracks, Think Train”
awareness campaign.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OPERATION
LIFESAVER, VISIT WWW.OLI.ORG

VRE RECEIVES “GOLD STANDARD”
RATING ON TSA 2014 BASE AUDIT

V

irginia Railway Express (VRE) was recently
notified by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) that it has received a near perfect
score and a “Gold Standard” rating on its 2014 Baseline
Assessment for Security Enhancement (BASE) audit.
The BASE program is designed to establish a security
standard for individual system security programs and
assess progress in enhancements and implementation.
The review focuses on categories identified by the
transit community as fundamentals for a sound transit

security program. They include a review of physical and
cyber security plans, security training, drills and training initiatives, public outreach efforts and background
check programs.
VRE is proud of the results of this audit but like TSA,
understands that the task of improving safety and security for passengers, employees and the community is an
unending task. We have enjoyed an excellent relationship with TSA and look forward to future opportunities
to strengthen our partnership.
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SIGHTS TO SEE

PLAN A VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ZOO
DON’T MISS BAO BAO, THE GIANT PANDA CUB, ON EXHIBIT AT THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL ZOO

T

he National Zoo, Washington DC’s 163acre zoological park set within the Rock
Creek National Park, features more than 400
different species of animals. The National
Zoo is a part of the Smithsonian Institution and
admission is free. There is a fee however, for parking in Zoo lots. Closest Metro Station: Woodley
Park/Zoo/Adams Morgan and Cleveland Park.
The main entrance to the National Zoo is
along Connecticut Avenue. There are also two
entrances at the east side of the Zoo, near Rock
Creek Park. One is off Rock Creek Parkway, the
other is at the intersection of Harvard Street and
Adams Mill Road.
To see all of the animals and exhibits at the
National Zoo takes several hours. Among some
of the favorites are giant pandas, other bears, lions,
giraffes, tigers, monkeys, sea lions, and much more.

Luxury Estates with Grand
One Level Living

Giant Panda Cub, Bao Bao, Now On Exhibit
The panda house is open to the public from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please arrive early. Long
lines require earlier cut-off times to ensure
those waiting can enter the panda house
before it closes. If crowds are heavy, the line
may close as early as 2 p.m. Visitors will be
allowed into the panda house on a first-comefirst-served basis.
Although the panda house will be open
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mei Xiang and Bao
Bao may not always be visible during that time.
They will have access to the den where Bao
Bao has spent much of the past few months
and may choose to spend time in there instead
of on exhibit. Due to bear behavior, we can’t
guarantee that all visitors will see Bao Bao.
She is still young and sleeps a lot.

got GAME?

• Wooded and Golf Course Views Available
• Resort-Style Neighborhood from the Mid $700’s
• Owner’s Suite and Secondary Bedrooms on 1st Floor
• Customize at our Award-Winning Design Studio
Phone: 703-764-5443
3701 Tanyard Lane, Haymarket, VA 20169.
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extended until May 31st! Visit
Van Metre Homes and SPIN for
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Check out our new VM Digital Short!
*Offer valid on contracts written between 5/1 - 5/31/14. This is a limited time offer, subject to change and may be
withdrawn at the discretion of Van Metre Homes without prior notice and may not be used in conjunction with any other
discount. Prices subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. For more details, see Sales Manager. 5/2014.
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The Estates at Bull Run Golf Club is good for you.
5/12/14 6:48 PM

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

AL
U
N
N
A
20
TH

MANASSAS HERITAGE

SAT., JUNE 7

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
MANASSAS

RAILWAY FESTIVAL
C
JOIN THE FUN ON SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MANASSAS

UPDATES

elebrate the 20th Annual Manassas Heritage Railway Festival on
Saturday, June 7th, from 10 am
to 4 pm in Historic Downtown
Manassas. This year’s event will feature
elaborate railroad displays, kid’s rides,
and local and professional
entertainment. Vendors will
be onsite selling model trains, toys, railroad
books, train photography and other train
paraphernalia.
The much anticipated VRE excursion train rides are
back, with a special live
appearance from a Frozen
Princess! The VRE excursions
will run at 10 am, 11 am, 12 pm and
1 pm from the Manassas Train Depot
to Clifton and back. Each trip will last
around 40 minutes. Tickets are $5.00
and must be purchased in person at
the train depot at 9431 West Street
in Old Town between 9 am and 5 pm,
seven days a week.

In addition to all of the activities
happening outside, the Manassas Train
Depot will also be celebrating its Centennial Anniversary. To celebrate, the
James & Marion Payne Railroad Heritage Gallery will undergo a renovation. The revamp will include
new graphics showcasing
the rich railway history
of Manassas. In 1997,
the historic depot
was rehabilitated and
turned into a Visitor
Center and Museum. The “ticket room”
was turned into a gallery, housing historical
exhibits on our region’s
railway history. After nearly
18 years and over 100,000 visitors,
the gallery remains unchanged. A very
special rededication of the building will
take place Friday, June 6, 2014 at 6 pm,
to wrap up the anniversary celebration.
The Manassas Heritage Railway Festival kicks off a summer season of exciting festivals and activities in Historic

Downtown Manassas. Sunday, June 15th
is the 10th Annual Manassas Wine and
Jazz Festival with over 20 Virginia wineries; Celebrate America on July 4th with
one of the largest fireworks displays in
Northern Virginia, and Civil War Weekend August 23-25 bringing the history of
Manassas to life with civil war demonstrations, a military parade and much
more. For more information about our
events go to www.visitmanassas.org or
www.facebook.com/manassas.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
TRAIN RIDES
10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm
Excursion train rides to Clifton and back from
the Manassas Train Depot
KID STAGE
10-10:45am–Magician Drew Owen
11am-12:45pm–Premier Martial Arts
1-1:45pm–Bull Run Cloggers & Calico Cloggers
2-2:45pm–Magnificent Belly Dancers
ADULT STAGE
10-11:45am–Cabin Raiders
12-1:45pm–Smokey Winsted & Bull Run Grass
2-3pm–Swamp Candy

Keolis Rail Services of Virginia Will Continue to Operate Virginia Railway
Express Trains
The VRE Operations Board approved the final year of a five-year contract with Keolis Rail Services of
Virginia. VRE will pay Keolis $20.1 million to operate its trains through July 2015. Keolis replaced Amtrak
as VRE’s train operator in 2010. The total five-year contract agreement amounts to $95.6 million.

VRE Smoking Policy to Cover E-Cigarettes
Last month, VRE announced that e-cigarettes would be restricted on VRE property. While smoking isn’t
allowed on trains, it is allowed on the 100 northern-most feet of the platform. VRE clarified the policy
following a recent on-line forum. The question was raised by our riders, so that was the impetus for
including e-cigarettes in the existing VRE smoking policy.

FRC’s Expire June 30th
Just a reminder that the red, white and blue FRC’s expire on June 30, 2014. They have no trade-in value
so they must be used before they expire.
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S P O TLIG HT ON KEOL IS
MEET GERALD SMITH

5 OFF your next $25 purchase!

$

G015 TRAIN

Dine in only. Must present and surrender printed coupon at the time of order. Not valid with any other
offers, promotions, discounts or coupons. Valid only at participating restaurants. Expires 7/31/14.

5 APPETIZERS ALL THE TIME AFTER 9PM
$ .99
5 CLASSIC BURGERS ALL DAY EVERY MONDAY
$ .99
5 TACOS ALL DAY EVERY TUESDAY

$

★ ★ ★ www.glorydaysgrill.com ★ ★ ★

10 RIDE Magazine | May 2014

“You become friends with them as
you get to know them. Especially if you are doing what you are
supposed to do.”

“You become friends with them [the
passengers] as you get to know them.
Especially if you are doing what you
are supposed to.”
Gerald excelled at his job as a conductor and was soon
promoted to be the Fredericksburg transportation manager, a position he held in interim until it was made official
in January of 2014. Now Gerald runs the entire Fredericksburg yard, ensuring trains run on time, making certain
the crew and trains are properly prepared for the day and
taking care of the everyday duties that come with the position. “Being in charge of the yard is like being a conductor,
manager and friend to everyone—passengers and crew.”

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

A

fter he heard there were openings within the operations contract for the Virginia Railway Express
commuter line into D.C., Gerald Smith was eager
to join the team. So eager, that he and a friend were the
first two people in line to apply the day hiring began, and
within two weeks he was on the rails as a Keolis employee. After beginning his career as a telephone technician,
he was drawn to the railroad because of the career opportunities. He originally began at CSX where he remained
for nearly four years, working the southern Mid-Atlantic
region from Norfolk to Newport News, and in Rocky
Mountain, North Carolina.
CSX provided him a solid foundation, but Gerald was
enamored with the possibilities that the VRE offered
when he heard about the opportunity from a friend. “If I
like it I will pursue it and do the best I can.” The transition
to working with passengers after being on freight was a
new experience. “Working on freight you don’t have to
worry about passengers, and working on the VRE was a
welcome challenge.”
Gerald revels in his time with the passengers, and
appreciates that he gets to work alongside them every day.

RAIL TIME PUZZLES

SUDOKU
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D.R. HORTON TAKES PRIDE IN BEING
AMERICA’S #1 HOMEBUILDER FOR 11 YEARS
IN A ROW.* AMERICAN QUALITY, VALUE,
BEAUTY AND DURABILITY ARE ALIVE AND
WELL IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL. BETTER
PRICES, BETTER HOMES, BETTER LIFE.
®

LIBERTY MANOR
IN WOODBRIDGE

OCCOQUAN HEIGHTS
IN OCCOQUAN

ALL-NEW DESIGNS!

MODEL GRAND OPENING!

LYNDAM HILL II
IN LORTON

PRESCOTT COURT
IN MANASSAS

ALL-NEW HOMES!

COMING SOON!

Single Family Homes
from the upper $400’s
Phone: 703.590.3555

Single Family Homes
from the upper $500’s
Garage Townhomes
from the upper $400’s
Phone: 571.723.0878

Luxury Townhomes
from the upper $300’s
Phone: 571.723.0879

Luxury Townhomes
from the lower $300’s
Phone: 571.723.0854

Communities open Mon. 1pm - 6pm, Tues. - Sat. 10am - 6pm, and Sun. 12pm - 6pm.

www.DRHorton.com/VA
12

*As ranked by Builder Magazine. Prices, specifications, delivery dates and availability are subject to
change without notice or obligation. Photographs are representational only. Some restrictions may
apply. See Community Sales Manager for details. MHBR #535
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