No matter how you picture the perfect resort-style retreat, you’ll ﬁnd it just 30 miles from DC at
Potomac Shores. Escape to 2,000 rolling acres overlooking a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course.

DESTINATION
for a LIFETIME

Two miles of shoreline. Ten miles of trails. A planned town center. A future VRE station. And the
relaxed traditions of Tidewater living. Then make a lifetime of wishes come true.

Grand Opening April 2014 | PotomacShores.com
Visit The Greeting House | 2175 Potomac River Blvd., Dumfries, VA 22026 | Toll-free 855.808.6051
Features and products vary by community. Price, offers, ﬁnancing and availability are subject to change without notice. See a Sales and Marketing Representative for details.
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I

n December, we held our annual Toys-For-Tots On-Board Toy Drive
in associa on with the Marine Corps Reserves and collected 25
large bags of toys and over $17,000. We also held our 17th annual
Opera on Lifesaver Santa Trains event which ne ed us an addi onal
86 bags of toys and too many smiles to count. We thank all who
contributed to these worthy events. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.
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RAIL TIME PUZZLES

2013 is behind us now and we are hard at work to make 2014 a
banner year for VRE. This year won’t be without its challenges
though. One of the most immediate issues is the change in the
amount of commuter benefits many of you will receive. Because
Congress did not act before the end of the year, star ng January 1st
the maximum commuter benefit reverts from $245 back to $130
per month. Whether you receive this as a pre-tax benefit from your
private employer, as a direct subsidy for Federal employees, or
don’t currently receive commuter benefits, we know transporta on
expenses are an important item in everyone’s budget. We con nue
to strive to make VRE an eﬃcient, economical, and enjoyable
commu ng op on.

VRE VENDOR UPDATE

T

he Mobile Commuter Store (MCS)
is a retail store that drives to various
parts of the Northern Virginia and
District of Columbia region to help promote
the use of public transit, biking and walking. The MCS is only one part of the larger
Commuter Store network. This network has
physical stores located in Crystal City, Rosslyn, Ballston, and Shirlington in
Northern Virginia. The MCS spends 3 days each week inside the District of
Columbia to assist VRE, MARC, MTA Commuter Bus and Metro riders with
their transit ticketing needs. They are conveniently located at the intersection of 7th and D Streets in the L’Enfant Plaza part of town on Mondays and
Tuesdays between 9:30am and 3:30pm. The other Stop within the District is
located at the corner of New Jersey Ave and M Streets adjacent to the Navy
Yard Metrorail station. This occurs on Thursdays from 7:30am until 1:00pm.
The remainder of the MCS schedule can be found at the following link http://
www.commuterpage.com/pages/tools-resources/commuter-store-commuterdirect/mobile-store-schedule.
The Mobile Commuter Store provides access to all of the various VRE tickets,
including 10 trips, monthly, single rides, Step Ups and TLC passes. They accept all major credit cards, Electronic SmartBenefits (account set up required
prior to use) and all of the various company sponsored debit cards. With their
unique point of sale system, customers are able to split payments between
multiple credit cards if needed. With the recent decrease in the Federal Transit
Subsidy, this split payment capability is very useful for those employees receiving $130 on the TRANServe debit card and needing to purchase VRE passes
that exceed that price.
Please stop by and say hello to our friendly staff members.

BIRD WATCHING
February 8th, 2014
at 9:30 a.m. Fort CF
Smith Park, Arlington VA.
Join us for a bird walk at Fort CF
Smith Park geared especially for beginning birders. Our walk will teach
the basics of using binoculars, looking at birds, iden fying field marks
and using guides. For informa on
call 703-228-3403.

STAR GAZING
FEBRUARY 22nd, 2014
at 5:00 p.m.
C.M. CrockeƩ Park, Midland, VA.
Expect to see constella ons, planets, star clusters, galaxies, nebula,
and possibly a few meteors and
satellites. Phone: 540-788-4867.

VRE Holiday Calendar
• Monday, Jan. 20th. Mar n Luther
King Jr. Day. “S” schedule service.
• Monday, Feb. 17th. Presidents’ Day.
Possible “S” schedule service.
• Monday, May 26th. Memorial Day.
No VRE Service.
• Friday, July 4th. Independence Day.
No VRE Service.
• Monday, Sep. 1st. Labor Day. No
VRE Service.
• Monday, Oct. 13th. Columbus Day.
Possible “S” schedule service.
• Tuesday, Nov. 11th. Veterans’ Day.
Possible “S” schedule service.
• Thursday, Nov. 27th. Thanksgiving
Day. No VRE service.
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MEET KELLEY COYNER
It’s been more than 30 years since Virginia resident
Kelley Coyner took her first job in the transportation
industry. And while the business has taken her to places
across the country, it was a job offer last spring that reunited
Coyner’s passion with the place she calls home.
In April, the Northern Virginia Transportation
Commission unanimously appointed Coyner as its new
executive director. Coyner is the first woman to hold this
position and took over for Rick Taube who stepped down

transportation.” Coyner said she has been working closely
with the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority to
ensure that some of the new transportation
funds support the commuter-rail system as
well as metro and regional bus service. “We
We need to make commuter-rail a
have looked at making a very significant
much bigger deal and dramatically
investment into VRE,” Coyner said. “We
need to make commuter-rail a much bigger
increase the number of people who
deal and dramatically increase the number
can take advantage of the service.”
of people who can take advantage of the
service.” Coyner said she wants to see VRE
after 29 years of service.
expand its capacity, add new rail cars and increase the
number of outbound trains for people doing the reverse
“Taking this job is kind of like coming back home,” Coyner
commute. It is also important to connect VRE to other
said. “It brings me full circle to Virginia, to transit and
public transit options including metro, bus service and
making sure that people can move safely and reliably
even the MARC trains.
wherever they need to go.”
“Going forward, NVTC will really be focused on how do
A native of Texas, Coyner moved to Virginia while in
we make sure there is connectivity between the different
college. She got her start in transportation working for a
transit options we have,” Coyner said. “We can be the
member of the Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority
catalyst in solving (transportation) problems, but it will
Board and then for the Texas Highway Commission.
also take all the different sectors working together.”
From serving as an agency head at the US Department of
Transportation to serving on boards of dozens of nonprofits Coyner said she has also worked closely with VRE CEO
and government commissions, Coyner has had experience
Doug Allen on VRE’s new system plan, which outlines
in almost every mode of transportation.
where the commuter-rail system will go in the next
several years and includes both short-term and long-term
Prior to NVTC, Coyner worked to ensure transportation
improvements. “The real test for VRE in the next few years
in the region was safe and secure during any kind of
is how well it manages investments and turns them into
emergency and was an expert advisor to the National
higher quality services,” she said. “How do you purchase
Academy of Sciences on transportation and national
additional cars and expand platforms and parking facilities
security issues.
to accommodate more riders? That is going to be the next
wave of investment and what we are working on right now.”
Coyner took the reigns at NVTC just as a landmark
transportation bill was passed that sent additional money
When not working on the region’s transportation issues,
to some of the Commonwealth’s most congested areas and
Coyner spends time with her husband and three children.
overhauled the way Virginians pay for roads, highways and
Coyner coaches her daughter’s basketball team and also
mass transit. “I interviewed for the job as the bill was being
instills the value of public transit into all her children,
passed and for a transportation geek, that was just heaven,”
providing each of them with SmarTrip cards before car
she said. “It’s a really exciting time in terms of regional
keys.

‘‘
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VRE
NEWS

•

The Lorton Station extension project is expected to commence in spring
of 2014. This project will extend the existing platform at the Lorton
Station by approximately 256 feet to accommodate longer VRE trains.

•

VRE anticipates the first four new passenger cars to be ready for shipment
from Rochelle, IL by the 2nd week of February.

•

Roof repairs at Rippon Station are scheduled for completion by the end
of the 1st quarter of calendar year 2014.

F
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Santa enjoying a copy of
November’s Ride Magazine
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Rivershore
TIM’S

TIM’S RIVERSHORE
1510 Cherry Hill Road
Dumfries,VA 22026

www.timsrivershore.com

Tim’s Rivershore has been a top destination for area boaters and seafood lovers for over
20 years. Although there are three locations today, the original location is located next to the
Potomac River in close proximity to the railroad tracks right where the new Potomac Shores development is
located at Cherry Hill. Fredericksburg bound passengers can view the restaurant as they pass by on the train.
The atmosphere is very casual and friendly with a lot of local customers who are frequent visitors. Tim, the
owner, is a local himself. The menu consists mainly of seafood, ribs, chicken and beef and, when in season, they
have hard-shell crabs by the dozen or all you can eat. The outdoor Tiki bar stays packed during the summer
months and features live music. You can bring your family, sit by the water and let your kids play on the beach or
even in the water.
Tim’s is a popular spot among Northern Virginia restaurants for boaters and crab lovers from all over the region
whether you come for the food, scenery or live entertainment. Plan a trip to Tim’s for a lively meal you won’t
forget.

5 REASONS TO VISIT:

THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

1. The Baths on Virgin Gorda - Monolithic boulders make up a
maze that one can climb over, climb under, swim past and squeeze
through.

2. The water of St. John - Bathtub warm and turquoise blue,
these calm clear bays are the chief selling point of an island vacation
and St. John has some of the best. The water clarity is perfect for any
landlubber who is wary of possible creatures lurking beneath the surf.
...continued on page 8
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ome of those who ride the train also work for VRE. John Duque, our
Manager of IT, has been riding for 11 years, commu ng from Leeland Road
to Alexandria. “I met some of my closest friends on the train. When VRE used
to have the Mafersa cars with the table sea ng, a group of us would always sit
together and chat the en re ride. I also love being able to read and study on the
train, and on slow evenings, I love being able to take naps. I think the train sta on
in old town Fredericksburg contributes a lot to the city’s character. The train also
makes it possible for out of towners to visit the city and allow for an overnight
stay at the small bou que style hotels and inns. The ability for people to choose
to live outside of the city allowed them to get more for their dollars; bigger homes
and lower cost of living. VRE has not only provided me be er commute, VRE

also provided me an opportunity to share my talent and professional tenure
by hiring me as VRE’s Manager of Informa on Technology. It is a win-win
solu on for me.
JOHN DUQUE

Luxury Estates with Wooded and
Golf Course Views Available.

got GAME?

Estates at Bull Run Golf Club from the mid $700’s.

3701 Tanyard Lane, Haymarket, VA 20169.
703-764-5443

Visit Our All-New Website:

www.Van M etreHomes .com

*Prices subject to change without notice. See Sales Manager for details. 1/14.

The Estates at Bull Run Golf Club is good for you.
RIDE Magazine / January 2014
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3. Island Ferries - Where else can you travel from the US to the
UK in 20 minutes for 12 dollars? Sit on the top deck in 84 degree
temperatures cooled by a gentle breeze. The scenery is fantastic with
wide open skies and jagged, tropical forested islands jutting out from a
beautiful blue sea.

4. Jost Van Dyke - Main street is a beach. The chicken roti at Ali
Baba’s is superb. Party it up at Foxy’s. Sit in a beach chair and soak
up the sun outside the Soggy Dollar Bar. Jost Van Dyke may only be 3
square miles, but what a grand 3 square miles it is.

5. Rum - What Tang is to space travel, rum is to the Lesser Antilles.
Light rums, golden rums, dark rums. Painkillers, Bushwackers, Rum
Punch, Pina coladas and Grog. No matter what your taste, there is a
rum drink for you.

City-style Garage Townhomes
with Plenty of Closet Space.

got SHOES?

Olde Towne Square from the low $300’s.

9407 Zebedee St, Manassas, VA 20110.
703-764-5447

Visit Our All-New Website:

www.VanMetreHomes.com

*Prices subject to change without notice. See Sales Manager for details. 1/14.
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Olde Towne Square is good for you.

ACROSS
1 Mesmerized
5 Donald Duck nephew
10 Hospital section
14 Wheel of Fortune host
19 Holiday precursors
20 Land of the Sphinx
21 At a distance
22 Pipsqueak
23 The pool-playing
chef __
27 GI-entertaining grp.
28 Fish eggs
29 Flapjack chain
30 Brings on board
31 Put on, as loafers
34 Help, as in the
getaway
35 Favor
36 Street-sign abbr.
37 Rubbernecker
39 Except for
40 Have a bawl
43 The pool-playing
actor __
49 Top pilots
50 Cry of dismay
51 Loopholes, e.g.
52 Crow’s-nest locale
53 Life of Pi director
54 Temple table
56 Fern seed
58 Fruity desserts
59 King in 1922 news
60 Ship’s backbone
61 Joust verbally
62 Peanut product
63 The pool-playing
malapropist __
71 Computer key
72 Social standing
73 Test of speed
74 Summer-weather stat.
75 Broadcast workers’
org.

78
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
103
105
106
107
108
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121

Libation
Fireﬁghter, at times
HS senior’s exam
Diva’s showcase
Pairs
Nonstandard
contraction
More than one
82 Across
The pool-playing
mobster __
Messy place
Fraternal group
__ Martin
(British auto)
Nest egg, for short
Historical times
Alamo competitor
Blow one’s top
Galvestonian,
for one
Big family
Behave
River in Spain
The pool-playing
shopper __
Started the pot
Seemingly endless
The Zoo Story
dramatist
Sore spot
Baker’s implements
Takes a load off
Destroys
Informal tops

DOWN
1 Picture puzzle
2 Nautical “Halt!”
3 Tea from Sri Lanka
4 Prufrock creator’s
monogram
5 Filleted
6 “Snowy” bird
7 Slingshot shape

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
24
25
26
32
33
34
35
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
54
55
56
57
58
61
62
64
65
66
67
68

Mileage-testing grp.
Since 1/1, to a CPA
Bemedaled soldier
In progress
Turnpike exit
HMO members
Soccer position
In the know
Ballet leap
Pendulum paths
Saskatchewan
speedometer letters
Ambition
Nutrition Facts
label info
Sour-cream morsels
Overtake
“Très chic!”
Matterhorn et al.
Italian milk
Equipment
Impel
Lasting mark
Banish
Croupier’s
collection
Soda-shop
offerings
Freeze over
Handle properly
Spud
007 after Connery
Lowercase
Jungle Book wolf
Took off
Mettle
Place for a picnic
Fierce ﬁghter
South Park kid
In olden days
Jeweler’s measure
Well-groomed
Going on and on
Some bridge seats
“Not to worry”

69 Petroleum source
70 Bandleader’s
signal
75 Oohs and __
76 College club
77 In good order
78 Lowers oneself for
safety’s sake
79 Aussie leapers
80 “Farmer in the Dell”
syllables
83 Roosevelt preceder

84
85
87
88
89
90
91
96
97
99
100

Tiny colonists
Do a cashier’s job
Ushers in
Scholarly ones
“__ the Body Electric”
(Whitman poem)
Sales talks
Give a speech
Do very well
Select group
Worn (away)
Elegance

101
102
103
104
105
108
109
110
111
112

Nouveau __
Oxen harnesses
Vocal quality
Sufﬁx for kitchen
Spiced tea
Discontinuity
Sports-bar array
Regatta tool
Vaccine target
Source of DVD
warning messages
113 Scoundrel

Word of the Day:
car knocker: railroad car repair-person
or car inspector; one that taps or knocks
the wheels of a railroad car to check their
soundness; one that checks the running
gear of a train.
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D.R. HORTON TAKES PRIDE IN BEING
AMERICA’S #1 HOMEBUILDER FOR 11 YEARS
IN A ROW.* AMERICAN QUALITY, VALUE,
BEAUTY AND DURABILITY ARE ALIVE AND
WELL IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL. BETTER
PRICES, BETTER HOMES, BETTER LIFE.
®

LIBERTY MANOR
IN WOODBRIDGE
GREAT LOCATION!

OCCOQUAN HEIGHTS
IN OCCOQUAN
GRAND OPENING!

Single Family Homes
from the upper $400’s
Phone: 703.590.3555

Luxury Townhomes
from the upper $300’s
Phone: 571.723.0879

LYNDAM HILL II IN LORTON
ALL-NEW HOMES COMING SOON!
Single Family Homes and Townhomes
from the upper $300’s
Phone: 571.723.0879

Communities open Mon. 1pm-5pm, Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm and Sun. 12pm - 5pm.

www.DRHorton.com/VA
*As ranked by Builder Magazine. Prices, speciﬁcations, delivery dates and availability are
subject to change without notice or obligation. Photographs are representational only.
Some restrictions may apply. See Community Sales Manager for details. MHBR #535

